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The Epiſtle 

E&eth vs, bow to make uſe of 

Both, ſo as we may beſt enjoy 

| our Selves,and benefit Others : | 

| tThape thatinbirent Oodbde 

which bath rendred zou fo | 

Remarkable for your Cha= | 

rity, wil/ not refuſe Her now 

| Tour Refuge, wben by Tour 

| Noble Diſpoſutions ſbr is Ene 

| rourug 4, not unly ty pretend 

| 7o;bat. confidently Plead uf 

| H1ile to your Patromage 

'Trs tra, the: Red Hl 

from: this Duty, neather re | 
guard ber Rule; nor own ber 
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| Dedicatory. 
E. all that carries the Face of 
; Love, and true Munih- 
| cence; 4nd are onlyValant 
#n breaking thoſe boly Laws, 
which Heaven hath made 
Eternal : That would bave 
no ſuch Images of God in 
the World, as the Diſtreſ(- 
ſed; and ſeem to believe, 
'. Liberality, at veſt, but a 
Romilh Superſtition. 
But let theſe, I ſay, do 
Rzght to Julian the Apo= 
| ſtate, and Confeſs, it was no 
' Aﬀperſion thrown upon our 
| Religion, when he gave our, 
KEE” Az? there 


The Epiſtle 

there was nothing in it beyond 
a Mode of Believing, that 
will not allow ber Sacred © 
Sanction, nor ſubmit to the 
Rule of Charity ; but bad 
rather acknowledge Her @ 
Popiſh, vr az Italian Ver= 
tue, than have Her Natu- 
raliz'd bere, to the Prejudice 
of the Exchequer. 

This part of it, that 1s here 
preſented, 1s but the Imperfect 
Effie of the Precept, per= 
form'd by one that 1s at pre= 
ſent, render d by bis 11] Cir= 
cumſtances, tvs great 4 
ba 


| Dedicatory. 
' Dependent on 1ts Mandates. 
I know You mould even dote 
upon the Piece, were it well 
' Drawn, becauſe it is impoſſi= 

' ble, fur Right-Reaſon, to 
* refiſe the Charms of Truth 
and Love, Painted in good 
Colours to the full Proportion. 
My Ambition, at. preſent, 
extends but to Tour Pardon, 
not to Your Elteem; and 1t 

28 my _— that where 1t 
cannot be admitted as a 
Counſel, 1 may ſerve for 

' an Admonition: Hoping 
| you will bave the ſame Vene- 
| ration «7 
\ | 


The Epiſtle 

ration for the Vertue, and | 

not look upon Her as the leſs 

| #2 Beauty, becauſe I have 

" (bend Her in ſo mean « 
Habit. 

Charity takes moſt dem 
light in ber Self, wben ſhe goes. | 
Plaineſt, and 15 in a Dreſs of * 
Condeſcention ; affeiting 
no Garbe ſo Little, as that of 
a Great Fortune. 

If you diſcern Imperfeftions 
1n the Copy,let notCharity 
for my Sole, fall under an 
Imputation; That needs no 
fuch Advocate as I am, nor ' 
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Dedicatory. 
| ſuch a Common Pen, but one 
' from an Angels Wing, to 
! advance Her Eſteem. 
| There 15 a Beauty in HO= 
' lineſs, exceeding that of 
' State; and a Glory in Hu= 
mility,Superior to the proud 
Inſcript of Monarchs: Both 
of theſe wait upon Charity, 
and are the proper Orna= 
ments of Her Profeſſion. 
But here the known Antipa- 
thy which ſuch as You viſubly 
Bare to the diſregarders of 
; this Duty, adverts my for= 
: Ward Pen, believing 1t not 
Perti- 


The Epiſtle, &:. 
Pertinent to be too Nice in 
my Deſcription of that, which 
bath been already ſo excel- 
tently well expreſſed in your 
Life az7 Converſation. 
The Confederation of which, 
obliges me to an unnilling 
Silence, by Humbly taking 
leave to Subſcribe my Self, 
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Your Honours 
Moſt Faithful and moſt 


Devoted Seryant to 


Command, 


Henry Waring. 
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| - Rule of Charity. 

F an Author's Place or Degree that 
he holdeth, can add Vertue ro 
Words, or ſerve to procure Atten- 

> tion, the Crown of Solomon will 
oblige. you to hear aKing newly become 
2 Preacher; (TheRicheſt Monarch that 
ever Reign'd in Jeruſalem, and the Wileſt 
of Eaſtern Sophies, ſteps from the 
Throne of David, to the Chair of Moſes, 
and Teacheth us, ) Eccleſ. 1 1. 4. Caſt thy 
Bread upon the Water, and after many days 
<hou ſhalt find it. This is not an ordinary 
Rule of Humane Policy,but the Doctrine 
of true Religion, by which Men are beſt 
Govern'd. Commentators agree, That 
theſe words of the Preacher, [ Caf thy 
Bread upon the Water, ] exhort us to the 
Relief of all ſuchas are Diſtreſs'd ; which 
the Verſe following doth llluſtrate : Bur 

coi B wher! 


(2) 
when they come to expound the ſingle 
words of that Text, they differ; A few 
fay [ Caſt thy Bread ] that is, The ſub- 
ſtance or matter whereof Bread is made 
[ upon the Water, ] that is, a fruitful Soil, 
[ and thou ſhalt find it, } that is, Reap it 
again, [ after many days, ] that is, In time 
of Harveſt ; thele inake the Precept of 
Charity to become an A/egory. Let us 
rather fay, Theſe Alms we beſtow, are as 
Seed diſperſed and the Poor Receivers a 
Soy! fo Fertile, that daily beftowing our 
Charity, we ow with aq "ob Hin] not 
without aſſurance of receiving an ample Re- 
turn of Eternal Rewards. This Expoſiti- 
on is the plaineſt, only this acceptation 
of the word [Brea] ſeems harſh and un- 
tifual; yet we ſhall find that Bread may 


| be taken for 4lms, while we converſe 


with the Hebrews the Original N75; 
Lehem, which we commonly Tranſlate 
Bread, is taken in the Scripture for all 
forts of Proviſion ;- in that ſence you 
may readit, Dept. 8. 3. Lehemſignifics 
the fleſh of Beaſts Sacrificed, Levit. 3.11. 
It is uſed for theFruitof Trees, Jer.1 1.19; 

b Lehem 


3 
d. 4 
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| SÞ 
'Lehem is alſo taken for the Fodder of 
Cattle, Pſal. 14. 7, 9. becauſe the Hebrew 
Language conſiſteth of few Words, ſo 
that every word beareth many ſignifica- 
tions; which is the reaſon that Lehem 
(among the Jews )did ſometimes import 
all manner of Subſiſtence, every thing 
that Man or Beaſt uſed to live upon; 
in which fence it 1s taken in the Pater 
Nofter, when we pray for Daily Bread, 
and in a larger Extent there, implying 
not only the Neceſlaries of our Body, 
but alſo, that Angels food, ( that # deny 
nuay + emionv, Luke 1 3. 3.) the Bleſſed 
Dacrament, by which our Souls are 
nouriſht for Eternity : But moſt Divines 
ugderſtand the word Bread, in the Gram- 
matical Sence, placing the Figure in the 
word Waters, which carries divers In- 
terpretations : Some Authors will have 
theſe words of Solomon, recommend to 
Us, Grving of Alms at all adfventure, with- 
out having an Eye to the recompence of Re- 
ward: As if we wereadviſed to caſt our 
Bread upon thoſe rowling and inconſtant 
Waves, that will ſooner float away with 
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| (4) 
our E/tates, than return us ( in this or 
the next Life) a laudable Cargo. But the 
Beſt and Wieſt, deliver the words in a 
contrary Sence, which is indeed moſt 
Catholick, or Univerſal; affirming, To 
caſt .our Bread ( or Charity ) upon Solos 
wor's Waters, is the ſafeſt and ſpecdieſt 
way to Merchandize and Trade with 
Heaven ; where, in exchange for ſome 
ſmall tokens of Chriſtian Love, and 
cheap inſtances of Compaſſion, we ſhall 
receiveſecret Aſſurances in this Life of 
future Mercy, attended with publick 
Bleſſings ; and; in the next, an Eternal 
Weight of Glory. Either ſuch another 
Fiſh as came to diſcharge the Tax for 
Chriſt, and St. Peter, thall repay our 
Bounty intoour Boſom, or ſome Dolphin 
ſhall make good our Adventure: That 
Bread you ſo graciouſly beſtow, ſhall nor 
fail to be returned with Advantage, as 
the Ring of St. 4Arno/d,in the Legend; or 
that of Polycratas, in Herodotus. The Fa- 
thers of the Church further ingage us 
to beſtow our Bread, or works of Mercy, 
with Waters, that is, our Al/ms moilter® | 
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5) 
ed with tears of Pity; as if a liberal hand 
in the Doror, ſhould be prompted togive, 
| by the ſecret Motions of the Bowels of 
Compaſſion; and that theSluces of Grief 
ſhould remain open, to render the Chg- 
rity Perfect. 

Some would have the Waters here, 
fignifice diſtreſſed Merchants, poor Sea- 
men, and Paſſengers, that in their way of 
living, are compelled to ſtruggle with 
an Ocean of Danger; ſo much indeed 
the word carries, and more ;efor by Wa- 
ters, all infirm and decayed Perſons, all 
people of the meaneſt Condition are ſig- 
nified, [ Apocalyp. 17. 15.] fuch as creep 
into their Graves in Silence, that come 
and go without notice, that paſs away 
from this World without any noiſe of 
Revenge, or pomp of Ceremonious La- 
mentation. The vulgar, the moſt com- 
mon ſort of Men, are denoted by the 
word Waters, becauſe they are very dan- 
gerous 1n their Uſe and Exceſles, un- 
ſettled in their Condition,always rowling 
this way and trother; their Temper 1s 
Weak, their Motions Irregular, always 
B 3 n 
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(6) 
in Perturbation ; every Hurricane of 
State, Wind of falfe DoQtrine, Tempeſt 
of Fears and Jealouſies, tranſports and 
hurnes them hither-and thither, ſo as 
they can remain at no certainty, The 
Poet made ſuch a Remark upon them, 
and hath ſuited the Epither of Moveable, 
to their Inconſtancy ( Mobile wulgus, ) 
whoſe humour anddeparture the Royal 
Prophet fo well underſtood, that he 
thought he could compare the raging 

_ of the: Sea, to nothing more properly, 
than tothe Madneſs of the People. So 
when he telleth us, The Waves of the Sea 
are gone over his Flead, and entred into his | 
Soul, Pſal. 69. * he meaneth, the Inſolen- | 
cies of the Rabble; for it exceedingly 
troubled Dauvid, to ſee the common Peo- 
ple ſo prone to Rebellion,” The firſt Exg- 

liſh Bibles of Tyndal and Eraſmus have it, 
[ Lay thy Bread apon wer Faces, | that . 
is, upon all People in a Mourning condi- 
tion, that water their Couches with their 
Tears, and appear lamentable Objects of 
your Pity and Compaſſion. St. Ferom a- 
lone Interprets the words in this manner, 


[ Caf 
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(7) 
[Caſt thy Bread,] that is, place the Word 
of God upon the Waters, ) that is, Pent- 
tent Souls ; 1ntimating, that youare not 
togive your wholeſome DoGtrine of Sal- 
vation, to ſuch as will have you in De- 
riſion. Such another Caution as that, is 
offered us, Fecleſ. 32.4. Not to be wiſe 
gnſeaſonably,( wi 6:xgiges agiten, ) for ſoſhall 


we loſe the good Seed of Chriſtian Ad- 


monirions and Reproofs,upon Hearts ob» 
durate and impenitent. *Tis a breach of 
that Precept, Mat.7. 7e caſt Pearls before 
Swine, by offering a Creed to thoſe that 
are ready to throw Contempt upon the 
Goſpel. The Engliſh word [ Caft | in the 
two famous Tranſlations of the Greek 
and Latin Churches, is the ſame with 


_Sow, Send, or Scatter ; The Truth is, the 


firſt Engliſh Tranſlators were no very 
goodLinguiſts,but made an caſte miſtake 
of the Letter Caph for Cheth, { 5 forn ] 
whereas the Original Word is Shallah, 
{. Mw ] they Conſtrued it as Shallach, 
[ 5 ] making a notorious difference in 
ſignification ; tor the latter imports De- 
liberation and Judgment, the former Pro- 
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(8) 

fuſeneſs in giving ; the one ſounds as if 
we never could beſtow too much ; the 
other, that a Man as ſoon giveth too 
much,as too little : Theſe Interpretations 
do,well together, and ſo long as they af- 
, ford us diversexcellent Rulesof Practice, 
we may admit both as Orthodox. All 
objects of Charity are here deſign'd by 
the Word Waters; that is, the ſeveral 
parts of Mankind all fych as appear Poor, 
575m or any way Miſerable ; Captives 
and Gally-ſlaves, Exiles, decayed Mer- 
chants or Tradeſmen, diſtreſſed Paſſen- 

ers, Scholars not preferr'd, impoveriſh'd 
Houſle-keepers, that thraugh too much 
Truft, 'and toq many bad Debts, are 
forc'd into SanAtuary ; Widows and Or- 

hans, that are left Friendleſs, and Neſo- 
late; Sick or Maimed Labourers, Hun- 

ry. Travellers, and Weeping Penitent 
:trangers, and all that are deſtitute of 
Friends and Comfort, that with dejeted 
arr implore your Pity, The 
World affords us ſuch Variety of fad 
Objes, that the Writer might turn his 
Catalogue into a Volume ; Some want 
4 hd has © 
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(9) 
Advice, ſome Law, ſome Religion, ſome 
Friends, ſome Medicines ; yes, and fo 
numerous are humane Wants and Imper- 


fections, that I want Room and Leiſure 


to expreſs the Number of ſuch as are 
Commiſſioned by Heaven, to receive 
your Charity ; yet all come here under 
the Name and Notion of Waters - Is it 
not pity, 'to ſee the lean and naked Crip- 


- ple, that hath a Stomach to deſire Bread, 


but wanteth Hands to receive it ? or, that 
Blind Lazar,deprived of Eyes, wherewith 
hemight behold his own Nakedneſs? or, 
the Man that is robd of his Taſte 2nd 
Feeling, by icy Diſtempers, or grievous 
Caſualties ? Have you never beheld the 
treacherous Limbs of ſome People, rot- 
ting away before their Faces 2 Some have 
their Spirits ſo darkned, they miſguide 
themſelves, while Reaſon hath loſt the 
right uſe .of her Organs; others ſadly 
want common Senſe, to diſtinguiſh the 
Food that is Safe, from that which is 
Unwholefome; ſhewing us where Na- 
ture will leave us, when we are forſaken 


þy Heaven, 
Fhere 
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(10) 
There remains yet another Query, 
raiſed from theſe words of Solomon, ( Caft 
thy Bread upon the Waters, ) Whether the 
Royal Preacher did intend them for a 
Precept, or a Counſel? The One doth 
abſolutely oblige,che Other recommends 
a matter of Practice. If a Precept, the 
Words muſt be included in. the Moral 
Law, and univerſally bind all Perſons of 
Ability. Were it no more than ſound 
Advice, ſome Men only,ſhould obſerve 
it, in fome Caſes ; but ike it (as it is) 
for a part of that Eternal Law of Na- 
ture, (which ought to influence all Man-. 
kind, E. might have faid, all Creatures, ) 
What living thing is there in the World, 
that doth not communicate ſome bene- 
fit to its Fellows? and by conſequence, 
ſheweth its ſelf loving and ſerviceable to 
the other parts of the Creation. And 
ſhall Man alone degenerate? Shall he 
that is Maſter of Reafon, ſhew himſelf a 
Beaft to his Companions, whilſt the moſt 
irrational part of the Univerſe teacheth 
him the way to be Charitable ? Let him 
not know, how to prove unkind ro his 
4 Foy } 
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Fellows, that cannot but know how 
much he hath received from our good 
Maſter. 

You may prove Solomon's words a part 
of the Law of Nature, by thoſe indelible 
Characters of the Sox, rhat exert their 
Powers in the PraCtice of Pagans. We 
find among thoſe People, that are yet in 
the ſhadow, poſitive Rules of doing Good, 
both to their own, and to Strangers ; 
which not deriving themſelves from the 
Edidts of Divine Revelation, muſt be 
aſcribed to the provident Diftates of 
Nature. 

But we may better prove 4/ms a Duty, 
from the expreſs Reaſon: of Holy Scrip» 
ture ; wherein Zxcharitableneſs is conli- 
dered asa grievous Sin, becauſe it is ins 
conſiſtent with the Love of God, and dis 
realy contradicts the meaning of Di- 
vine Precepts. 

That moſt eminent Seer puts the 
Queſtion, x Foh. 3. 17. He that ſeeth his 
Brother in want, and ſhutteth up his Bowels 
of Compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the 
love of God in him? The Query = 


( 82 } 
Casin ſeveral other places in the Bible,) 
is put for avehement Negative, and im- 
ports, that in obdurate Hearts, the Love 
of God cannot beReſident. The Prayers 
of ncharitable Peopleare not anſwered ; 
for God giveth us, becauſe he perceives 
us free to give, and forgive others. Ze 
that ſtoppeth his Ears at the Cries of the 
Poor, ſhall cry himſelf, and not be heard, 
was a Proverb in Jury, and continues a 
great Truth all the World over, ( Prov. 
21.13.) for fo Ged delights to retaliate 
with his Creatures. 

Want of Love (in us,) occaſions our 
Wants, and beſpeaks Unhappineſs for us 
inthis Life ; and in the next, Everlaſting 
Perdition. There is not another Sin 
charg'd upon Damn'd Dzves, befides his 
wanrof Charity; and thoſeWretches that 
are mentioned in St. Matth. 25. were 
condemned only for their unkindneſs to 
the Brethren, and their groſs defects in 
the viſible part of this Duty. | 

You would ask, In what part of the 
Decalogue, the Rule of Charity 1s con- 
tain'd > Belarmine following Aquinas, 
; referrs 


4 © ep 
refers it to the Fifth Commandment,which 
includes all Rights appertaining to Su- 
periours, Equals, and Inferiours ; and of 
this laſt Sort, the Poor are Principals : 
And of all Duties belonging to the Poor, 
Alms is moſt conſiderable ; and there is 
ſcarce any thing that we are oblig'd to 
do for them, bur comes within the Pre- 
cinds of Charity. Ne 

Other Authors derive this Duty from 
the Eighth Commandment, and will have 
Robbery to be bur one and the famerthing 
with 2ncharitableneſs ; affirming, That 
he that is able to Give, and withholds 
his Alms from thoſe that Want, and call 
tor his Relief, Robs his poor Neighbour 
of his juſt Comfort, and Ged of his Ho- 
nour. Therefore the Phraſe is changed, 
St. Luk. 16. 9. and Solomon's Precept be- 
come an Evangelical Law ; where it is 
not left at our choice to do good , but 
we are charged to make us Friends with 
the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. Tis call- 
ed Unrighteous Mammon, faith St, Auſtin, 
not only when it is unjuſtly acqurd, 
but alſo, whule it uw Uncharitably _ d 
rom 


y ( I4 ) a . 

from thoſe thar are Neceſſitated.” Is it 
commendable that I live in ſaperfluous 
manner, while my poor Brother wanteth 
to ſuffice Nature? Sure it is a wrong to 
withhold from the Poor what can eaſily 
ſpare, in their Afﬀfliftion and Extremity. 
Saperflua Diviti neceſſaria ſunt Paupert, 
aliena retinet qui ifta tenet, Auguſtin 
faith, The Rich Man's Exceedings, are the . 
Poor Man's Portion; 10 as he unjuſtly 
ſeems to Defraud others, that reſerves to 
himſelf more than is ſufficient. _ 

_ St. Ambroſe, 'in a rougher Diale& af- * 
firms, 1 is no leſs Criminal, for Rich Per- 
ſons to deny Neceſitated People Relief, 
than to take from them that they have, an 
aſe violence to the Laws of got xt Yes, 
and ſome proceed further, reducing theſe 
words of Solomon to the Sixth Command* 
ment ; making Vnucharitable Men no bet- 
ter than Thieves and Murderers ; agree- 
able to that of Eccleſ, 34.21. The Bread 
of the Needy is their Life ; be that de- 
fraudeth them thereof is a Man of Blood. 
So that we ſee, to detain neceſlary Pro- 
viſion'from them that Want, is to ſhor- 

| rem © 
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ten the lives of Poor Men; and, as much 
as in us lies, to deprive him of Succeſ- 
ſion, is to famiſh our afflicted Neigh- 
bour, ( the ſharpeſt of all Deaths ) and 
in him to ſeek to murther his Poſterity. 
You hear how this Edict of Alms, has 
been referred to Three of the Tex Com- 
mandments, yet more properly belongs 
to the Second Table, referring to the ge- 
neral Law of our Neighbour; which Law 
(as St. John expounds it, cap. 3. 18.) con- 
fiſts not in Words alone, but in Truth, and. 
real Teſtimonies of Aﬀettion. Who ſhall 
believe we love indeed, without appa- 
rent Works of Love and Charity > The 
Scripture teacheth us a Method of doing 
Mercy, ( 3 mi#» «xiv, ) nor talking of it 
only ; for then are as of Charity beſt 
perform'd, when feweſt words are made 
of the Benevolence: Giving of Alms, is 
at one and the fame time, to Love God, 
and Honour Him in his Image ; to make 
a Friend, and to Relieve a Neighbour. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour callerh it, 4 evil 
Generation, who demanded a ſign of their 
Redemption : And we cannot Repute it a 
better, 


C2634 | 
better, that ask, Where, is the Mandgte 
for well-doing 2 A ſmall 'excuſe Men! are 
willing to make uſe of, to fave. their 
Eſtates; and where the Commandment 
is Poſitive, they ſeek for their own ſakes 
(more thantheir Neighbour's,) to dwin- 
dle rhe Precept into a Counſel: Yet is 
this more than a meer matter of Advice; 
for it is a Breviate of what our dear 
Maſter left us in Charge, at his Aſcen- 
ſion.; wiz, That we Love one another ; 
which Love admits of no proof inferior 
to that of 4/mſgiving. | | 
; Holy Writ, and all the Tomes of the 
Fathers, abound with Exhortations to 
this Duty : .But this is added to poor 
Mens Miſeries ; they now. live in a cold 
Age of the World, and here in a very 
chull Climate. 'Tis a wonder to hear 
Men, every where, boaſt of Faith with- 
'out Mercy, and when they ſhew no fruits 
of aliving Faith, ſtill do boaſt of Godli- 
neſs: For (Charitate ips4, nibil Charius, ) 
. Love and its Effects, are ſome of our 
greateſt Rareties, - 
- When 


| (i } | 
.- When we 'ſpeak: of Chriſtians; » iorie 
canbe miſtaken, where we find Charzty, 
but:;the Giver, andhe not- eaſily;>>But 
admitting heirmayilooſe: part of his:Re- 
ward, by valuing us: Gitt-atutoo-:great 
a Rate, or. by wrongihg himſelf, : by [rhe 
manner;of givings: we have a great a(- 
ſurance, that .he that preterids to Frurh, 
withour Works, deceives himfelt; and the 
whole:World, and offers to put: a Cheat 
upon his: Maſter ; for he doth nihder- 
value; at-orie andthe fametime, this;Af- 
ited Brethren, and the Truth-ot: Divine 
Promiſes. 3311833:t 
Some tell us of three ſorts of Command- 
ments, that occur inScripture, . Afirma- 
trot; "Negative, and Mixt : The Deta- 
logue eonfiſts of fuck.as. are moſtly Ne- 
gative; though ſore: of them are Afer- 
mative:;.c; As.; Keep Holy the Sabbath c 
Honour thy Parents;: Gs. And 'more-of 
that-fort-iwe have, in: the Bible 5: as | 
Mourn for thy Sims ;; Shew Mercy ; Do Pe- 
mance; &c:'There are allo Commandments 
of a mixt Nature, as of Re/toratzon, .and | 
Forgiveneſs, Se. Anegative A | 
| ot | 
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doth oblige all Perſons at all Tires, &ve- 
fy where, and Eternally : Affirmative 

are binding for ever, butnot 
in all Times, nor-ih all Places ; Mixt 
' Commandments oblige us at all "Times, 
and in all Places ; but not always. 

I ſhall notdetermine to which of theſe 
Sorts the Words bf Solomon may _ 
be reduc'd ; bur am certain they obli 
aliPerfons of Ability, to conferr Benefits, 
and Pay good Offices, according to'their 
Power, to all Perſons, without Excuſe 
or Exemption, that entreat their Af- 
 fiſtance. 

"Caf thy Bread upon the Waters. F We 
redd it Caf in our Common Engliſh-Bi- 
bes; intimating, That if we weoblig d 
to'caft or ſcatter our Charity, weought 
not to be very curious in Examining: 
every Circumſtance concerning} - our 
Gfe and yo 0 give fo of the — 5 

ut we we frequent! , - 
berally, wichous aft nr Care to 
whom, or. ro what p our Dovative 
is beſtow'd: Itis e that we know 
eur own Intentions to be Nomman, 


"I COL Po | 
without ſearching too ſtritly into the 
Meaning or Appetite of the Petitioner : 
Let us not he tog ſcrupulous, iti ſeeking 
a very fit Object, to make the heſt ule 
of what we beſtow; leſt ſuch .a ſevere 
Examination ſhould obſtruct bur Cha- 
rity: Tis lawful to enquire, but not with 
too much Curioſity, how the Receiver. 
became poor; but 4f he have failed in' 
Diligence to Lave,'let us not fail. jn his 
Support, for. to ſupply his preſent Want, 
which is the way to Encourage him to 
be diligent for-rhe furure.: Never let. 
the deſpicable Circumſtances of any 
Perſon in Deſpair, or any manner of At- 
fiction, divert thy Bounty; It is a 
Niceneſs God cannot approve, who dif- 
penceth many Mercies to thee, where 
few are deſerved. .., - ... 

.. But if we take it according to that 
other Reading, and Tranſſate for the 
word Caft, or Scatter ; Send, or Sow ; it 
implies Caution, and addeth an AR of 
Prudence tothat of Charity: Then it 
will import a Care and Art in giving, 
as well as in Enjoyment. Where Solomon 
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direts1s to ſertd - our Charity, he does 
intend; we ſhould give A/ms with Dif- 
cretion,” and, to', be: Cautious 1n diſpen- 
cing/out Bounty. Alms is aſort of Mer- 
chandice that we Barter with Heaven, 
and which- we. ought, to ſend with 
Circumſpection, that-they may not mi- 
carry... *Tis no; wiſe Man's way. to be 
Careleſs of what heſendeth, but-he com- 
mitsir to theſureſt Hands, that it may be; 
ſately/conveyed'to/the Owner: A ſmall 
Token; a Ring, or a Letter, is not truſt- 
ed with every idleFellow that is of ſmall 
Truſt, or no-good Reputation ;. but. we 
make: it our-;Buſineſs, to know from 
whence the Meſſenger cometh, and whi- 
ther he deſigns. to-Travel, that" taketh' 
charge of our. meaneſt Preſents. The 
IWiſe-man here adviſeth us to. the farne, 
Method ; ſo to-ſendgur 4/ms inthe ſafeſt 
Bottoms, and by God's uſual Meſfengers; 
that. they may. be ſafely dehver'd ; not 
ſuffering our Contributions ta Periſh, or 
ſtrengthen . the Hand - of the Evil Doer : 
We mult not give with a Deſign to pro- 
mote cyil Counſels,-ill PraQtices; or bad 
| Com- » 
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Company ; leaſt of all, muſt we give 
to further Laſcivious Courles, or 'multi- 
ply Phaces of Debauchery : To dv this; 
1s not giving Aims, but a joyning'6f, For- 
ces againſt Heaven, to augment the Re: 
venyesof the Riotous, whoſe great work 
1s to maintain Brothels, or repair Houſes 
of Licentious Entertainment ; where 
Chrift hath no Habitation'; ſuch: 'Bene- 
volence is prejudicial 'to the Rule, and to 
the Reward of Charity. 

[ Send thy Bread; ] Sending implies 2 
Communication of the Good Things 
that are in our Power, to ſuch as live at 
a Diſtance, as well as to the Neighbour- 
hood: Let us do good abroad, for that 
argueth tryo Devotion at home'; not'ro 
give only ſo far as' 6ur Hand carr ox- 
tend, but as far as"our Gift can be tran 

ported by the Hands''6f Orhers:-» The 
Ehouſhold of Faith is firſt tobe conſider'd 
and reliev'd, and what remainsis the 
Portion of diſtreſſed Strangers, anfl Un- 
believers. I wiſh I could truly fay, Ene- 
gland had not as' much need of this'Do- 
Crine; as any Nation ; 1 think we have 
= 3 been 
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been fo far from approving our ſelves 
Charitable to Strangers, that we ſcarce 
afford: them Civil uſage. Let us no 
more pretend to Science and Reformation, 
until we ceaſe to; be Barbarous, and 
have karn'd Humanity :' Whar if they 
be Remote? 'What if they be Jews ? 
What if they be Turks 2 What if they be 
Pagans? we'muſt not excuſe our ſelves, 
by pleading Ignorance of their Lineage, 
their Principles, 'or their Country ; "tis 
enough that we know their unfortunate 
Condition. Send, is an Imperative word, 
that leaveth not the Thing Indifferent; 
or at our Eleftion; but chargeth us to 
give Alms, and to do Good, according to 
For van withoizt mating abatement. 
e 
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want of Meyit-in the Receiver; or 
r the fake of the ſtrong Averſion we 
bear to his Perſon, or ' to. his Religion. 
The word 'Sexd, declazes it a Duty in- 
cumbang, expreſly commanding us to 
fbew Mercy, without Excuſes, and: with- 
out Delay : If you neglet to beſtow 
what- you-can well Spare, 'tis at worſt 
an AcFof Ijulicez ar bet, a Derinus 
ECL 4p oe 4498 77 SK. EY by. n 
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{ Send your Charity where you cannot 
| go, for fear of Corporal Danger, or De- 
Nation 1 It is infamous for ſome Per- 
fonally to give to ſome People ; there you 
muſt ſend your Charity, where your go- 
. ing tocarry it, would bring upon you a 
Scandal : Shorten got your Hand of Suc- 
'  cour from the poor Priſoner, that's al- 
| molt pined and ſmorher'd in a noyfom 
' Dungeon. Send your Bounty to' the 
| Sick, that are going to their Graves 
with ſome Infectious Diſeaſe : Yoy ma! 
ſafely ſend it, when you cannot go with 
ſafety. Yes, and there are ſome Caſes, 
wherein the good Chriftian myſt hazard 
Reputation and Life to perform good Of- 
fees ; that is, where God or Nature, his 
Religion or Country, are moſt nearly Con- 
| cernd: Here it is he muſt Advance a- 
f gainſt all Dangers, Struggle with all Ad- 
f verſities, &encounter with evil Beaſts, as 
S. Paul did at Epheſus : We muſt fight on 
ſuch great Occaſions, an whole Army of 
Scandals ; there we muſt not matter Ob- 
loquy, but oppoſe our ſelves to the Ty+ 
ranies of State, and ſtand the unwhole> 
ht C 4 lome 


,» << IN 


. ( 24) | 
ſomeCenſures of the Infolent - and urf- 
gratefyl Multitude.. - There are - Evan» 
gelical Counſels that have the ſame In- 
. uence. ,over good Men, . as if they car- 
ried with-them the Nature and Force of 
a Commandment , Bur rheſe words of 
Solomoy are a. pofutive Law, which, not 
vnly Invites us to, but Preſcribes us 
Quedience. The Neglect or Omilſion, to 
obſerye thoſe.Counlels, we read in the 
Goſpel; as, finzle. Life, voluntary Poverty, 
Scare butImperfections in our Nature ; 
whereas the Breach of this Law of Chas» 
rity,”4s a plain Sin, ja complicated Sin ; 
and of that-ſort, that renders the Sinner 
odious in the higheſt Degree ; becauſe 
there is more comprehended. in-this Law 
of Love, than in all other Laws, Divine 
and Humane ; for-Love js rhe Lite and 
End 'of . Laws,” and this-one. is the Ac- 
compliſhment of the Tex Commandments. 
Thereis nothing enjoyn by the Church, 
for Defefts in Alms-giuwng, becauſe there 
it is that God reſeryeth the Sentence to 
Himſelf, and puniſheth the failure in that 
Duty, with more: than the Church jy 
e111 4 willing 
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wi to declare: -Only God hathy been 

to Reveal how fir good Works are 
——— to him, and what Happineſs 
they will procure for us hereafter, that 
He may {ee how far we are willing to 
proceed in our Clarity, tor the ſake of 
Divine- Love, : and for an Eternal Re- 
ward. Send. your A/ms therefore as 
far as Paul or Silas, Camels, or Ships will. 
carry them; from Rome'to Macedon, or 
Antioeh;/ or from the:Place of your Re- 
ſjdence,' to Jeruſalem or Hungary : To 
this end we were indued with reaſon- 
able Faculties, with; the Comforts of this 
Life, and- all thoſe Temporal Bleſſings 
that are reacht within the Complicated 
Name of an Eftate ; that-we might Ho- 
nour our God in Compliance with his 
holy Will; and that we mightenjoy and 
benefit our ſelves and others. 

[ Send thy Bread.] Bread is of excel- 
lent uſe, and large Extent ; ſignifying all 
that is neceſlary for Man's Subliltence : 
All manner of Proviſion is- included in 
that Monoſy/lable. The Chaldee' Dialeft 
6X — a Sumpruons Feaſt, by the 
word 
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wordBread delighting to ſet forth a large 
Bill 6f Fare in a few Letters, and with 
a ſingle: word, to furniſh a Table more 
for Pleaſure than Neceſſity. And this 
Juxyrious Senſe, the word Bread carries, 
Ecclefiaftes 10. 19.For which cauſeſoms 
inform us, the Grecians derived the 
word [77] that ſignifies every Thing , 
and their God Pan, from Panis, that 
oeth for Breadamong the Latins ; net- 
ther 'is the Dearth of Fleſh, Wine, or 
Oyls, but the want of Bread alone, 
ſtyled a Famine in Scripture. Bread is 
crmed the Staff of Life, that ſupports 
e Feeble, ( Pſalns 104. ) And, Fulneſs 
of Bread, was ever reputed one of the 
cre Bleſſings of the - Jewiſh Nation ; 
the Plenty thereof prevents InfurreQis 
ons; for ſuch as follow'd Chriſt, chiefly 
for the ſake of the Loaves, and Fiſhes ; 
more for theMiracles he wrought, to feed 
them, and heal them, than for the fake of 
his Prayers, or his Preaching, The Mul- 
titude, ( I mean thoſe that are ready to 
make their Belly their God, ) are moſt 
Devout there, where they can find moſt 
Bread, « 
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Bread, and care not to embrace a Religi- 
on that commends Faſting ; remove their 
Altars, ſetaſide their Biſhops, take away 
their Prieſts, and their Chriſt too, you 
provoke them not much, ſo as you leave 
them entire, their, Wine and their Man- 
chet. Qur ordinary Prayer is for 
daily Bread, with which every one of us 
onght to reſt contented, is the one thing 
neceſſary, if it be taken for our eommon 
Proviſion ; but it is the' on/y thing neceſ= 
ſary, if taken as divers excelent Wris 
ters, and Dr. Pearſon upon the Creed, Ex- 
pounds it, The Divine Food of our Souls, 

he Bleſſed Sacrament. The Roman 
Satyriſt knew how much the People va- 
lued Bread, while - he informs us, they 
covet nothing above [ Panem & Circen 


ſes, ] Bread and Recreation; meaning 
by the* Firſt of the Two, all zeceſſary 


Provifien. | Caſt thy Bread; } that is, 
thy Subſtance or Eſtate, thy Means of 
Living ; ' or whatever a Man needeth :; 
If it be dear to thee, it will be dearer to 
thy God ; who when youeſteem it not 
much, values it as little. He was no leſs 
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than a Royal Divine, that uſethithisEx- 
preſſion,” Shall I g#veito God that which 
coſtetlyme' nothing > The Poor are God's 
Receivers, and his Factors; if you have 
Ability-ro diſpence much to them for 
his Service, and to fend great things by 
their Hands, you ſhall be certain of am- 
ple Returns. That is not to be called 
Charity; but: ridding of your Houſe, to 
beſtow fome pitiful thing upon tle Poor, 
that: otherways to: keep, would diſpa- 
rage their Maſter. How can Men expect 
their Reward to be'great, where they 
place amatter of ſoſmall Merit ? Bread, 
implies c—_— that is good, and 
ſorme-what in readineſs; to ſhew you, 
that youareto Give with Expedition, 
that wliich may prove beneficial 'to the 
Petitioner : 'That which you beſtow, 
ought'ro be wholſome, or advantageous, 
conducing to the Health or Profit of the 
Receiver: You are'not ſo much to ex- 
pect his Pleaſure ; though in ſome Caſes 
of Deſpairor Sickneſs, that is not alto- 
pether tobe neglected. Let your Bous- 
7y be ſuch as Nature -requireth, rather 
TT than, 
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than a Banquet;'or piece of Rarety. - , 
Caſt, or Send'thy Bread ; give the ſame 
in Subſtance or in Quality, with- which 
Thou doſt uſtallyturniſh thy own: Ta- 
ble-::So'tis in the Chaldee, Spare from thy 
own Mouth the Bread 'of thy:Table: For 
this: end did the Church anciently ap- 
point frequent Faſts, that the Proviſion 
which was ſpard by good Mens Abs». 
ſtigence, might ſupply the Wants of 
thoſe that groan'd in Poverty.: © 
.. Fhus by feeding, the Mouths'of the: 
Hungry, thou doſt engage the Tongues 
of the needy Beads-tman, to make Pray- 
ers. and Interceſſions -tor- | thee -at the* 
Throne! of Mercy, 'praiſing. God for 
thy fake, rhe Author of all Good to.Man« 
kind ; and by therr Tmportunate Petitt-: 
ons, taking Heaven by violence, .and' cal- 
ling down Bleflings upon thee and: thy 
Family: - |: -: 3: 5 ON) 
\,; It was thus our Fore-Fathers;thus the 
firſt and. beſt Chriſtians Faſted, giving, 
thote:Diſhes of Meat-ro the Poor, which 
themſelves ſhould havecaten,' Burt now, 
[Terras aſtrea reliquit;] Devotion __ 
1 an 
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2nd too many, not only devoyr the Meat 
and Subſiſtence of the Poor, but the p 
Men roo; while any thing given tb 
ritable Uſes is interpreted with a wth 
poſe to feaſt Pariſh-Officers. How ma- 
ny may we ſee Fatteddaily with Varie- 
ties, and Surfeited with exceedirigs ; ſer-. 
ving the Poor with. tiothing, or that 
which their Dogs would refu e: ; delight- 
ing more in Foddering their Beaſts, 
Relieving their Ht Brethren, ; ind 
to feed Hogs, or Hounds, are Covetous 
to pine helpleſs Chriſtians. - 

| T hopeinall this there is bur little Re- 
formation ; to let the poor Man want 
Bread for his Family, while a Rich Ef- 
quire perhaps uſurps the Owners Living ; 
driving out. poor Chriftians from their 
own Habitations, to keep Hawks, and 
Whores, 'and Hounds, in their Abodes : 


You cannot imagine 1t is. this Solomon: 


means, when he ſays, :Caft thy Bread 
4pon the Waters. Bread is a cheap and, 
feady thing to beſtow ; + acl need'not go 
far to procure ſuch an Alms for the un- 
fortunare Petitioner. 
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_ This Imports that we muſt not ſerve 
the Poor with Delays, but make Diſ- 
patches in our Charity ; becauſe, what 
weare to give isready ; there is no 0cca- 
fion for us to go to:Boxrdeaux for Wines, 
or toYirginid tor Smodk ; or to fetch {x- 
dian Silks,or import PerfauTapeſtries, in 
order to perform Works of Mercy; Give 
your Bread, thee is neither Dear to pur- 
chaſe, nor difficult to procure. What 
ſhould they poor Hearts, that ſtand wait- 
ifg for your Alms, do with uſeleſs Toys, 
or extravagant Curioſities ? 'tis no Chas 
fity. to beſtow a thing that is vain, or 
faperfluous; tending more to Man's Ad- 
miration than Profit. You may Give 
and Debauch, as well as Give and Re- 
lieve; tis: Bread, not Bottles of RBraw/- 
#7ck of Canary, thatare required ; What 
1$1t you can more eaſily reach, or forgo? 
Yet is this Bread more acceptable tothe 


carry Soul thafi /ngots of Gold in a 

Wik , or aPalace of Ivory. W 

the A;ſtoriandid not take too much up- 

on Truſt, thoſe AZgyprtian-Children that 

were- fuckled by Goats, and not agar 
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ted>to' hear 'any Hutnane" Speethy Were 
taught by Nature-'t6' pronounce the 
word Beets,” that Aigniftes Bread in the 
Coprick Language {Bur if the! Truth 
of this Report faiteth;” 'ris certain! our 
Lamp” of Life, : f Bubk oro by: which 
_ live, and: move; and make” ſuch 
igure as wehave, ſubſiſteth; nor--but 
by Tally ſupplies 6f ſome proper Oily 
arriment-: and Nariite cinnetbe fofar 
wanting to Her-f@f-ihd'to Us; asiorto 
ſeek 'ant:deniand ( after her owe way ) 
ſomewhat of Subfiſteace to preſesve that 
Vitdl Flatne from ſinking/s in 'the Lamp; 
or'-in"'the Heart; bays am, nt 
& adcExtintion, LUST 
s Ca hy Brett! The Bread:ch6u gia 
ih bethinb 24t oughtto be ſtam- 
hed tid the Character oft' Property ; let 
it be thife by ſome know right, and in- 
diſputdble Poſſeſſion: Thine lawfully, 
we obtained by Fraud, or Violence. *e 
t grintleth-the Pate of the Poor, ro feed 
10 FToſp#al with the Bread of ſixch'Gers 
tings: He thar-purveys, purldins, and 
pilters, and'out-of: much, fo  qliteted to- 
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ether, thinks to diſtribute a little, be- 
wing now and then ſome ſmall A4/ms 
for Oſtentation, doth an iller thing, than 
the Man that ſtealeth a Gooſe, to {tick a 
Feather : for, to leſſen a Levy for the 
Poor, he puts aſcorn upon all obligati- 
ons of Nature; and to open himſelf a 
way to the Name of Riches, he forceth 
a breach in the Law of Nations; fo pro- 
miſing to himſelf not to ſhew a Bounty, 
that ſhall exceed noiſe and appearance, 
he falleth under thoſe Curſes, that con- 
ſtantly Purſue Covetous and unjuſt 
Wretches. Not much inferior in doing 
wrong, is he, that oweth all he beſtows, 
and meaneth not otherwiſe to diſcharge 
his Debts in this World, than by making 
God ( by giving to the Poor ) Truſtee 
tor balancing his preſent Account, and 
his Debtor, to make good his future 
Eſtate : This 1s not to be truly Chari- 
table, out of his own, (as every Man 
ought to be, ) bur out of his Creditors 
Coffers ; andſceeming to be Zealous for 
God, he wrongeth his Friend that lends 
or. forbears the Charity he makes bold 
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to diſpoſe : Nor is it a ſingle Injury ; be» 
cauſe in ſuch as, he doth prejudice to 
Human Society, that is beſt preſerved by 
juſt and punCtual Dealing : Have we not 
thoſe among us, that by Wit and Deceit, 
live out one half of the year, exerciſing 
them both in Worldly matters? and the 
other half, they wear out much in the 
fame manner, with ſpecious pretences of 
Law, and Religious Hypocriſie ; they 
walk with their Eyes lifted up to Hea- 
ven, and would have all others do ſo too, 
that they may not be able to diſcern the 
Lands and Tenements they have ſeized 
upon Earth, by the Arts of Oppreſlion. 

Such as can Uſurp Lordſhips under a 
Pretext of Law, and take Sanctuary in a 
Church ; while they Rob the Hoſpital, 
ſhall they hope to expiate their Sins by 
ſome ſmall Contributions? or to eſcape 
the Torments of Hell, by leaving at their 
Death ſome {mall Legacy to the Poor of 
. the Pariſh? Their hopes are vain and 
dangerous, that hope by Building an 
Alms-houſe, to obtain a Licenſe trom 
Heaven,for the Uſurpation of a _— ; 
what 
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what is this but to render our ſelves 
Slaves to the Prince of Darkneſs, and 
Enemies to good and honeſt Men, all 
our lives, only with hopes of ſerving God 
a little at our Death, and of doing ſome 
good, it may be an hour before our Fu- 
nerals? Let all good Men rather believe, 
that Shame and Confuſion, and horrid 
Spectres, attend the Tombs of ſuch un- 
Juſt Perſons! and that the Houſes, from 
which thoſe miſerable Wretches are con- 
vey d (when Life and Sin forfakes them ) 
ſhall be daily Beſieg'd with the Cries of 
Widowsand Orphans, and with the Cur- 
ſes of all thoſe diſtreſſed Creatures that 
were undone, and made pitiful objeQts of 
Charity, by the power and Artifices of 
thoſe Il|-livers, and that thoſe Manſions 
of theirs (if there be left one Stone upon 
another) ſhall remain upon Earth, but as 
execrable Monuments of their Impiety. 
Suppoſing there were none of thele, yet 
to deferr our Charity till Death, is to 
loſe much of the commendation that is 
inſeparable from holy Practices ; becauſe 
then it appears a work of Neceſlity, to 
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give that away, whuch we cannot longer 
poſſeſs : ſure it is not a very Deſerving 
matter, for me to pretend to relieve or 
gratify fome Perſon with that thing, 
whichrefuſeth any more to own me for 
its Maſter. Thus Divines love to ſpeak, 
that they may quickenCharitable minds, 
to call down Bleſſings betimes upon 
themſelves and their Poſterity ; to ſecure 
their Eſtates to their Iſſue, by giving 
Alms according to their Power ;and that 
the beſt Chriſtians may thereby feel and 
acknowledge the reward of good Works, 
before they change their Condition. 
Send thy Bread. ] Thou haſt no Au- 
thority to diſpoſe, (under the notion of 
thy own, .) of the Bread of the circum- 
vented Buyer,or the defraudedLabourer; 
keaſt of all muſt you beſtow the Shew- 
bread, or that which hath been Sacrile- 
giouſly taken from God's own Table ; 
but ſend the Bread that is lawfully thine, 
by juſt Title and harmleſs Poſleſſion 2 if 
not thine by Inheritance, yet thine by 
Gift,Purchaſe, or Labour ; thine by ſome 
honeſt way of Tradwwg or Deſert ; thine 
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by lawful Arts, or -laudable Induſtry: 
hoſoever giveth Alms of ill gotten 
Goods doth worſe than the Fellow that 
ofter'd a Sow to Pallas: *Tis agreat af- 
front that he doth to the Deity, offer- 
ing to GOD that which is more loath- 
ſome to him than Swines Blood, the 
price of a Dog, or the hire of an Harlot, 
He Killeth the Sou, before the Father's 
Face, fays the Wiſdom of Sirach, Eccleſ. 
34.20. #eSelleth Joleph his Brother, 
that he may carry home a Coat to his Seir. 
I wiſh there were fewer of thoſe Men 
in this Age, who being Honoured with 
the Bleſſing of a plentiful Eſtate, are 
yet Covetous to become the Executors 
of their pooreſt Neighbours; making 
daily Merchandice with the Bezgar s- 
Penny, ſelling the Sweat of the Labour- 
ers Brows, lus ſingle Beaſt, or little Cot- 
tage; and when-they have given them- 
ſelves Poſſeſſion of all the ſmall P:rtance 
he has, they continue to force him into 
deſperate Extremities. This is not to 
Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters; but to 
D 3 call 
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caſt thy ſelf backward, to Worſhip the 
Tempter, and gratifie him with thy Fall 
and Degradation. 

'Tis no better, to cozen all the Week 
in the Shop, that you may give Alms 
on the Lord's Day ; or to impoveriſh as 
many as poſſibly you can, in your whole 
Life, only to leave behind ſome ſmall 
Relict of an Eſtate [ when you Dze, ] either 
to Feaſt the Pariſh, or Repair the Church, 
or Adorn it, as ſome ( nor of the better 
ſort of Chriſtians ) fancy'd they did, by 
placing a Cheap Figure of the Serpent 
upon the Steeple. 

The Wicked Man's Legacy to the 
Poor, when this World will continue no 
longer with him, 1s no Charzty, but a 
ſort of Reſtitution ; which cannot pro» 
duce its proper Effet, becaule it is not 
performed to the right Party. Let that 
therefore be thine thatthou giveſt away, 
that thy Aims may be more acceptable. 

Caſt thy Bread upon the (Uaters. | 
We may underſtand by theſe Waters, all 
thoſe that are moſt ſubje& to 7ears, the 
Sick and Friendleſs, and ſuch as are any 
way 
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way brought into Diſtreſs: The Strangers 
the Widow, and Fatherleſs, that go hand 
in hand, throughout the Scripture. 

All thoſe ſad objefts of Pity, that are 
not only ſent into this World, to ſhew 
what the Lord is able to do, but alſo, 
what Fleſh and Blood deſerves to ſuffer, 
( and more than that, to make Expert- 
ment of what Men are willing to do for 
GOD, our great BenefaCtor ) are ſent 
hither to be Receivers of our Charity : 
You may read their Errand in their 
Faces, and their Commiſſion in Scripture ; 
where GOD paſſeth his Word for the 
Foundation of the Charitable Man's Me- 
rit; and gives His Jy/tice and Zonour 
to be Security for your Repayment : Tis 
this Infallible Word of God. upon which 
you put the Adventure; theſe Waters 
would deceive you, without that Word"s 
Aſſurance: For,what Recompence can you 
expect from the meaneſt Abject, from 
ſuch as are loaded with this World's In- 
juries, with Loſſes, or with Nature's Im- 
perfetions ? 

'Tis the way of many of thoſe that 
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ſtand upon good Bottoms ( as to this 
Life ) ro make uſe of the Times, and of 
all Expedients, to Advance or Secure 
their Fortunes, to Court thoſe thar are 
in high Places, and Flatter ſuch as arein 
Authority ; whereas GOD giveth us an 
Original of another nature, Exalting the 
Humble, and Filling the Hungry, while 
the Rich are ſent away Empty; not out 
of Hatred to their Perſons, but becauſe 
He hath already conferred upon them 
extraordinary Favours, and rendred 
them ( betore) remarkable Objects of 
his Bounty ; thoſe Waters are Fluxive 

and Inconſtant : Court the Waves, and 
they will Drown you for your Kind- 
neſs : Yes, and much like that, is the 
Temper of the pooreſt fort of People; 

Give them, and they will throw them- 
ſelves upon you, and throw Dirt in your 
Face ; yet their Aſperſions ſhall but add 
weight to their own Sorrow, and i IMPer- 
fect Comfort, 

The Waters you Feed ſhall threaten 
your Rume with their raging Motions 
_ REITs ; yet the Command 
runs, 
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runs, you muſt Feed theſe Waters, tho' 
itis the Nature of them to.let the Benefit 
fink and diſappear : Fear not, it is in their 
Will, but not in their Power, either to 
hide or to drown your works of Mercy : 
And, for your Incouragement, remem- 
ber theſe Waters, even. the pooreſt Vaſe 
fals, are made for your Eaſe, your FHo- 
nour, and your Advantage; make it 
your Buſineſs to imploy them in the beſt 
manner : Theſe Waters will do you good 
if you underſtand their Uſes; there is 
a way for you to be Charitable to the 
Poor, and at the ſame time receive Pro- 
fit by their Service. It is an Element 
thatis an uſeful part of the World; and 
without the Poor, the Rich knows not 
how to Subſiſt. | 

Livy, long ago, made Three ſorts of 
Men, and his diviſion is thus far verify'd; 
There has always been a Governing part, 
and a Teaching part among Men; and 
there is a Third fort that tecm to have 
been Born meerly tor Labour and Obe- 
dience, He that hath his Talent in his 
Head, or inhis Ceffer, muſt imploy ſuch 
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as have it in their Hands and Feet ; by 
which, they may ſerve themſelves with 
the juſt and neceſſary Comforts of this 
Life, and, at the ſame time, prove Be- 
nef. attors. 

Caſt thy Bread upon the CUaters. | 
intimating we are obliged to do Good, 
withour Grudz/1z, as if what thou Giveſt 
were to Periſh; not looking to perpetu- 
ate thy Name, or obtain a preſent Ap- 
plauſe ; not expecting ſo much as a ver- 
bal Recompence from the Recezver. 
Write upon the Sea, with the beſt of 
Pencils, and a Man of exquiſite Sight 
ſhallnot find there one legible Charat- 
er : No more ſhould we perform acts of 
Charity, for Sighr or Oſtentation ; be- 
cauſe the Good Works that are moſt ſe- 
cretly carried, ſhall be moſt, and moſt 
openly Rewarded ; yet there 1s a Time, 
when_Good Works ought to be Viſible, 


and fo to be Tranſlated, that they may - 


be diſcern'd : 

x. For Diſtinion, that a good Chri- 
ſtian may be ſignaliz'd by his Charzty. 

2. For the Example and Encourage- 


ment * 
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| ment of others; ſuch Lights are now 


a days wanting, to thoſe that are miſlzd 
in the ways of Darkneſs. 

GOD hath fo ordered his Bleſlings, 
that many times vi/ible Good Works, and 


publick Rewards meet, and are as the 


noiſe of ſo many Waters ; The flux, re- 
flux, and freedom of Motion in that Fle- 
ment,teacheth us to multiply good Worke, 
and give Alms Liberally; The Lord 
loveth the Cheerful Giver, whoſe As 


: of Charity reſemble the Waves rolling 
| one upon another, 
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Whoever communicates his Bread 


' willingly, tore to deliver himſelf from 


the Petitioner's Importunity, than for 
the ſake of Chris?, or in obedience to his 
Commands ; that Man, ſurely, either 
diſtruſts GO D's Knowledge, or his Pros 
miſes, imagining his Maſter is ignorant 
of his Eſtate, or his Meaning ; or he dares 
not truſt hun, to requite his Aindneſs. 
Will you hear another Reaſon, that 
may prevail with us to Caſt our Bread 
upon the Waters ; It is, becauſe thoſe Wa- 
ters, by their ſeveral Channels, return 
pu ro 
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to their Head and Fountain. £ I[RIST 


is that Head, Source, or Spring of thoſe 
Waters, on which our Bread is to be 
ſcatter'd. Chri#? is ſtiled Shiloh in our 
Engliſh Bibles, ſignifying a Fountain of 


living Waters : The Poor ſtream from 


Him; and by them, our Charity ſhall 
faddenly be return'd into Chrif?'s Boſom: 


For this, among, other Reaſons, our Shi- . 


lob, the Saviour of the World, did ap- 
pear Poor, and deſtitute of Friends, and 


"Temporal Comforts, to promote, and to 


make Tryal of the World's Charzty. 
Care is to be taken, that the Frowns 
of the Alms-giver may not ſowre the 
Bread he beſtows; but let a Liberal 
Hand, and a cheerful Heart, accompany- 
ed with Afﬀability, render the Gift more 
obliging, and the Gratuity more valua- 
ble; ſo will your Kindneſs every where 
be welcome ; ſo will it be maniteſt, you 
Give for the Love of Chrzf?, and not 
meerly in hopes of _—_ He that 
ſheweth Mercy let him do it with Cheerful- 
eſs, fays the great Doftor of the Gentzles, 
Rom. 12. 2£Cor. 9. 7. From ſuch a Ge- 
* nerous 
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nerous Mind proceeds the Name of Li- 
berality, ſays Seneca, in his Tract of Be- 
xefits ; whoſe Sentences, more than Mo- 
ral, ſeem Abſtracts of that Evangelical 
Dodrine, which St. Pau/ Taught rhe 
Romans, to whom Seneca was a Friend, 
and ſome think a Diſciple : Thoſe Gifrs 
are leſs acceptable that caſually fall, or 
have been extorted by vehement en- 
treaties; but of the Two, the firſt are 
moſt grateful ; that is, where a Kind- 
neſs that was deſign'd for one Party, 
happens, againſt the Will of the Domor, 
to be the Lot of another; which ſome- 
times cometh to paſs, rhrough a miſtake, 
by our particular Providence. 

A good Chrrſtian will approve him- 
{elf habitually Kind; and he will, in pre- 
paration of Mind, always remain Char#- 
rable, This readineſs to Give, is plea- 
ſing to Heaven, as much as to the long- 
ing Receiver; whoſe Deſire is not pre- 
vented, altho' his Demands are, by the 
m__ expedition that can be uſed in 

ifpenſing your Bounty : ( 'tis in theſe 
cales, that ſpeedy Help is double Aſſt 
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ſtance z a gratius venit quod fa- 
calt, quam quo plens manu datur, ) It 
matters not, whether the Hand be fu/, 
ſo as it be ready to communicate. 

The Perſon that doubts or delays to 
relieve the Poor, ſhews ſome unwilling- 
neſs; and while he taketh time to con- 
ſylt the caſe, and deferrs his Anſwer, by 
cauſing the Petitioner too long to wait 
upon his Pleaſure he ſpoils the Bexefir. 

Go, and come again to Morrow, are the 
words of no good Chriſtian, and but of 
an ill Neighbour: "Tis a ſubtil fort of 
Denial, that proves the more cruel, be- 
caule it is Politick. I would chuſe rather 
to refuſe the Mendzcant's Requeſt at once, 
than twice to Anſwer him coldly ; ſo as 
my delays, by tiring the poor Creatures 
Patience, ſhall force him to ſeek that 
Aſſiſtance from others, which is in my 
Power to contribute. Such is the ſpiritual 
Nature of all Works of Mercy, they are 
apt to evaporate by ſlow Effuſions ; 
whereas he that ſuddenly Giveth, by 
ſhortning the Time, doubles the Recei- 
ver's Profit : You cannot be —_— 
Wit 
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with the Sighs, Groans, and Tears of 
Chriſtians, almoſt Pined and Naked ; 
Muſt the forrowful Accents of the Poor, 
awaken your dull Charity 2 Then ſuppoſe 
your ſelt as much in Want, and as im- 
portunate, imploring at the Gate of 
Heaven, of GO D, tor Mercy ; then 
imagine an Angry Judge delaying to 
ive Ear to your Complaints: Why 
ſhould not that G O D you have ſo much, 
and often Offended, uſe you with the 
fame rigour, and examine you with the 
ſame ſtritneſs2 Why ſhould he not hear, 
before your Face, ill Neighbours accu- 
ſing you with Violence and Falſhood ; 
ſcarce permitting you to plead in your 
own Defence? Why thould he not take 
all advantage of your Pleadivg? This is 
your way ; and-therefore no more than 
in Juſtice you ought to expe&t. For- 
bear your hopes of Mercy, aiter your 
| Death, which in your Lite you have re- 
! fusdtoextend to your afflicted Brother. 
Caſt thy Bread upon the (KIAtErs. } 


| Remember itis an Element of Univerſal 


| uſe, 'in which all plead a freedom; de- 
ſign'd 


} | 
ſign'd for the Benefit of all Creatures ; 
and ſuch is the nature of Charity ; 'Tis 
univerſally communicable, and ought 
to be every where flowing. We are ob- 
lig'd, not only to Give, bat to Give u- 
mverfally, without reſpeCting the Perſon, 
or enquiring too ſeverely into the occa- 
ſion, or other circumſtances of his De- 
cay : Hear Saint Paul publiſhing this 
Doctrine, Gal. 6. Do good unto af Men : 
'Tis a general Rule without exception ; 

et there is aRemark follows in the 

Tenth Verſe of that Chapter, That #t 
ourht to be done to the FJouſhold of Faith 
eſpecially ; direQting our Alms to be di- 
ſtributed in a more particular manner to 
ſome, than to others. 

Receive the Rule therefore in this 
Sence, Do god to All, but to ſome more 
eminently ; Give there, and Give youder, 
but Give here more plentifully ; Afow 
them, but Maintain theſe ; there Relieve, 
but here S»pport : You mult look upon 
the ZZouſhold of Faith as your own Fa- 
mily, that calls for your Paternal Care 
and Condut, as the Neighbourhood 
does for your Kindneſs. The 
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The beſt next, are thoſe good Offices 
ſhewed to your Country : Then all Men, 
and the whole World of Pagans, fo far 
as they Want, and you are able to Con- 
tribute, are- become -objets of your 
Charity: For all good Chriſtians are fo 
tar from withing, and ſo much further 
from endeavouring the Confnſion of any 
Perſon, that they make it their daily 
buſineſs, not only to'*pray for the Con- 
verſion of ' All, but uſe all means, at all 
Times, to benefit their'Souls with their 
Bodies. | 

Truly, that Mandatefor A/ms is very 
large, St. Luke 6. 30. Give to every Man 
that asketh, &c. and He that impoſeth 
that Command, is Lordi of all that we 
Poſſeſs : And that we may afford ſo to 
Give, He hath 'made us as 'large a Pro- 
mile, St. Matt. 7. 7. Avk, nd you ſhall 
have: Seek; and you ſhall find, &c. St. 
Ferom, with ani Eye'upon'tleſe words of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, fays;' We muſt ds 
Good without - Diſcretion';” not Serting, 
but Sewing ;":not Planting;ibut Scattering 
our Aits 'e Chatity; - totaling too much 
uf E EXﬀ- 
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Exatneſs, but all manner of Freedew in 
Gizyag; 1o fhall we reconcile to our 
felves a multitnde of Bleſſings. Thus 
are we encouraged by the Prophet /ſazah, 
Bleſſed are you that Sow befide all Waters, 
The Evangehical Seer herein imitates 
the Language of Solomon, Caſt thy Bread 
”_ the Waters, &c. Ben. Sira. varies the 
hraſe, ſaying, Scatter thy Bread wpon 
the Waters, and upon the firm Land alſo: 
By Firm Land, he means Men of Eſtates, 
Men that are mno Want, as Magiſtrates, 
and Temporal Powers, ( they are the 
Terra firma, ) and:the Rule is, to make 
this Commandment of Charity, ex- 
tend. to that great! Duty 'of Obedience, 
to. which the Fes, as well as we, had 
enqughto be exhorted, that their Man 
of Zrael defir'd ſhould :inchade 2ll ſorts 
of Allegiance, 'which is 2Debr, of the 
gubject, 'to the Supream Power of the 
Natwon; but becauſe this is a 7rffany 
piece, that will abide bur gentle touches, 
Lihall leave the Rab4i to manage his 
own Argument: "Tis certain, Love com- 
prehends all thax we owe. to Superiors, 
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as well as Inferiors ; and we ought tO 
Obey the Higher Powers, more for 
Conſetence fake, than Terror. 

This-is the meaning of thoſe DoCtors, 
that tellus, Dominion 7s founded on Love, 
and that by Love, the World is govern'd : 
Bur, while Tam difcourſing of Aims, I 
ſhall confine the Words of Solomon to a 
more narrow Signification : And for- 
faking the Notion of the Rabbz, fide with 
that of the Philoſopher, 2/bicunque homo 
beneficio eft locus; Where-ever a Man is, 
there's place for a Benefit; for where 
there is a'Man, there is Mifery ; which, 
as ſoon! as hedeclares, weare oblig'd to 
ſhew him Mercy. When the Poor Man 
ſtandeth ar rhy door, in expeQation of 
thy Kindneſs, be careful your Examina- 
tions of' hisPerſon, his Parentage, his 
Education; his Country, his manner of 
Living; -'be not over tedious or detrt- 
mental; not made to protra Time, or 
find Excyifes, ' or that you may take oc- 
caſtion of Denial: 'Yetyou may lawfully 
queſtion the Party concern'd, as the Ma- 
riners did Jonah; W/W9-art thou > Where 
K 2 16 
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15 thy Habitatioa 2. What's your- 1Mploy ? 


Not as a News-monger, or one-fond of 
Idle Stories; but as a good Chriſtian to 
diſcourage Idleneſs, and promote Piety : 
Not looking for eminent Vertues in the 
Beggar, nor demanding large Teſtimo- 
nials; as if you were to beſtow an Office, 
or bequeath:him your Eſtate; as if you 
were' not then defign'd to relieve his 
preſent Wants, but ro reward his Merits : 
Enquire only for Ged's-ſake, and Give 
for God's-/akz, from-G O Dalonegxpea- 
ing a Recompence. 


What if theſe Waters aremany ? What 
if they rife higher-and higher upon our 
Pra&tice? Fear.agythe failureof your E- 
. Nate, becauſe theSacrifices are frequent 
and numerous ;: becauſe 4/ms 1s. derived 
tzom the Corruption of the Gree#, Ele- 
emoſynary, [ tenyewry, f whoſe-Root is 
Mercy, [ ia+@&-, ] of which Chrif? is the 
Fountain, andthat, Fountain. is inexhau- 
ſtible: Yet there; is a barbarous Author, 
derives Eleemoſynary from twa wards of 
the Hebrews, viz, Eli, God. and; Mes, 
Water ; and. to confirm-/his Derivation, 

: : He » 
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He ſtiſeth Aims, the Dew of Heaven. 
The Gentleman ftemeth to have been; 
no great Proficient either in Greet or 
Hebrew; for he might have taken his 
Etymology, with as great Reaſon, from 
Elias and Moſes; and from that interr'd, 
Charity comprehends the Whole Law, 
and the Prophets. 

But, leaving Etymologies, Alms is de- 
fined a work of Mercy, Love, and Li- 
berality, performed ' only for G 0 D's 
ſake, to ſome neceſſitated Perſons. In 
the Work, there is to be' conſidered 
ſomewhat within us | alizuid intas] fo 
as, looking at home, we find it a Chri- 
ſtian Act of Mercy ; but if we look a- 
broad, it appears an external Ad of Cha- 
rity, that is exerted in Obedience tothe 
Divine Commandment : We make it a 
Beauty, by putting upon it the becom- 
ing Face of Liberality: "Tis conceiv'd 
by Compaſſion ; but Love gives it the 
hand of Accompliſhment. A Bounti- 
ful Hand and Heart, oblige even thoſe 
that Hate you, by making their Fa- 
vours Publick; and by this happy _ 
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of doing well, bribe their Enemies into 
good Nature. 

If you deſire to ſee the Mother of 
Alms, let metell you, firſt, if ſhe could 
appear in Humane Shape, nuthing but 
Truth could vie Beauty with her; for 
her Name is Charity : She is ſpotrcd with 
Stars, and ſpangled with Divine Graces, 
Here give me leave to fay, That 4lms- 
giving 1s a good Work, and 15 Meritori- 
ous; but the Merit is not plac'd upon 
the bare Humane Ad&t, Lut upon the 
Grace of G O D's Holy Spirit, and upon 
his never-failing Promite, which are 
the Grounds and conſtitutive Frinciples 
of all Merit. Tisnot us, but the Grace 
of God working in us, and the Third 
Perſon of the Holy Trinity co-operating 
with us, that deſerves GO D's Notice, 
and his Recompentſe, | Principia Merits- 
rum omnium ſunt Divina : } Yet not ex- 
cluding the. Will and Dilpotition of the 
Alms-grver, that hath the Honour, in all 
good works, to co-operate with his Ma- 
ker, God is Love, and all works of Love, 
partake fo much of the Divine Navotn 
1 7 a4 — . tnat- 
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that rhey muſt needs be Crowned. Bur 
this Diſcourſe relates ro the Promiſe ; 
yet we were Treating of the Commana- 
ment, which injoyns us toGzve ; weigh-= 
ing the Receiver's Wants, but over-look- 
ing his Deſerts; for we are not bidden 
to Taſte thoſe Waters that we are ro 
caſt our Bread upon, to prove whether 
they are Sweet or Bitter ; for, who-ever 
giveth Alms, not becauſe GO D hath ſo 
Commanded, but becauſe he ſuppoſeth 
either the Poor have merited ſo much 
at his hands already, or now do, or 
will hereafter deſerve his Charity ; that 
Perſon, to ſpeak properly, giveth not an 
Alms, but diſchargeth the Debt, and 
ſtateth an Account. So he that giveth 
not meetly tor the Lord's-lake, but in 
hopes of ſome Humane Requital, inſtead 
of beſtowing his 4/ms, he purchaſeth a 
Kindeſs, and maketh himſelf an Intereſt. 

The eſpecial attract of A4lms, ought 
to be Divine Love, without any by-rc- 
ſpe to Temporal Returns, or the Me- 
rits of theReceiver. by 
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Why ſhould Itire you with: Repe- 
titions? Effefts of Love ought to be in- 
larg'd only to ſuch as are rea}ly Neceſſi- 
tated ; for Want is the proper Object 
of Mercy. Where there is no Want, 
there may be Favours, Gifts,. and Pre- 
ſents, but no perfect Charity. 

Thus far in reference to theDefini- 
tion: The Diviſion of Alms hath anci- 
ently been in Seven Spiritual Acts, re- 
ſpecting the Soul : 


To pray for, 

To Forgive. 

To Admoniſh. 

To Inſtruct. 

To Counſel. 

To Comfort: And, 
To Forbear. 


NA ro 


And in Seven more, as pertinent to 
the Body. 


1. . To Feed the Hungry, and give Drink 
* *?0 the Thirſty ; which ſome divide, 
and make Two ditterent Offices ; 

but 


UN 
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but IT take it as one and the ſame 
Act of Benevolence, putting in the 
ſecond place, vz. 

2. Aſſiſtance or ProteQtion of the 
Weak, from Bodily Dangers. 

3. ToCloath the Naked. 

4. To Lodge the Harbourleſs. 

5. To Viſit the Sick. 

6. To Bury the Deac!: 4»d, 

7. ToRedeem the Captive, &c, 


Theſe are Principal Acts of Charity, 
which affords us a mighty Proſpc& 
into a large Field ot Diſcourſe, but ſome- 
what beſide our preſent Buſineſs : I de- 
ſire only to lead you to this Duty ; to 
that end, ſetting before you, how much 
good thoſe beſt of Men, that went be- 
tore us, have perform d for our Example: 
It we look no tarther tian the Jews, 
( GOD's Select People ) they were in- 
joyn'd every Third Year, 7o 7ythe the 
encreaſe of their Lands a Second Time, 
for Charitable Vjes, ( atter they had 
Tythed it once for the maintainance of 
the Clergy : ) So we read, Deut. 14, 
: They 
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They gave a Tythe extraordinary de- 
fignd for an A/ms, to Four ſorts of Peo- 
le ; 
: x. The Srraneer. 
2. The Fatherleſs. 
3. The Widow: And, 
4. The Poor Infirm Levite, that 
could not Officiate. 


And in Harveſt, they were forbidden 
the Reaping every Corner of their Fields, 
and might not gather up the Gleanings : 
They were not permitted to pull every 
Cluſter of Grapes in their Vintage : Nor 
to beat every Bough of their O/ives : 
Nor to fetch a Sheaf forgotten. 

Theſe were Eleemoſynary parcels, de- 
fign'd for the Reliet of allthat were Poor 
and Aﬀidted. Theſe Statutes are re- 
corded, Levit. 19. 23. And the fame 
Commands, and Prohibitions, we find 
Deut. 2.4. rendring this ſingle, as ſuth- 
cient, 1 am the Lord, your God; which 
adcds force to the Mandate, and puts a 
period to the Duty : as if the Sacred Yo- 
Ianme had thus declard 5; Murmur not 

at 
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at theſe Orders, nor grudge ſuch confi- 
derable Leavings ; for, / am the Lord, 
you are but Tenants at Will: All you 
poſſeſs, is Mine : It is an Honour 1 do 
you, to give you the Title: You hold 
'our Lands, your Lives, your All, of Me, 
by certain Services, and by Courreſie : 
T am the Lord ; the Property reſides in 
Me: There is nothing yours, at moſt, 
but by Will, or by Copy; ſo as you 
haveno Right toIngroſe the good things 
of this Lite, or to hold them in durance. 
T am the Lord; from Me you receive 
all your Treaſure; theretore, fear not 
Poverty: I gave you this, and can give 
you more; take My Word, your A4/ms 
ſhall be doubled in Bleſlings, and reſtor'd 
into your Boſoms. 
The Jews were commanded not only 
to be Charitable in the Field, but had a 
plain Statute for A/ms-gving, at their 
own Houſes, Deut. 15. /f there 1s a Poor 
Man among thy Brethren, within thy Gates, 
thou ſhalt not harden thy Heart, nor ſhut 
thy Hand from thy poor Brother ; but thou 
ſbalt open thy Hand wide, and thy Heart 
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ſhall not be grieved, when thou Grveſt, | x 
Obſerve in the Text, Three Motive t 

to Compaiiton. ; 


I. The Manis Poor. 

2, He is neer in Blood, One amony 
thy Brethren. | 

3. Hes within thy Gates. | 


Let his Poverty make you ſenſible of 
his Want : Ler his Relation move you 
to Pity : Let his Neighbourhood inflame 
your Aﬀecion. And you may there 
take notice of two directions in Gtving : 

1. Diſpence your A/ms with a hand 
wide open; thar is, Give Bounttfully. 

2. With a willing Heart, free from 
Grudging. 

Theſe latter Authorities are derived 
from the Law that was given at Mount 
Sinai, Let us now hear the Prophets. 

David maketh it a CharaCteriſtical 
Note of a good Man, to be Merciful; 
and holdeth giving A/ms the beſt uſe of 
an Eſtate, P/al. 72. 2. He nameth it the 


great work of the Meffah, to DU 
the 
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the Poor, Heal the Infirm, and Succour 
the Aﬀlicted. 

Solomon, his Son, informs us, Prov. 
29. 7. A Righteous Man confidereth the 
cauſe of the Poor ; adding in the 14. ver. 
of the ſame Chapter, The Xing that 


faithſully judgeth the Poor, ſhall have his 


Throne Eſtabliſhed : And this is the Wi- 
{eſt of Monarchs. 

You may read. in the Book. of the 
Prophet 7/azah, The way to Divine and 
Eternal Honour, is: dealing thy Bread to 
the Hungry, lodging Exiles, covering the 
Naked; and, in a-ttrange Phraſe, : to 
draw out thy Soul to the Empty: "Then 
He contiriues, Thy Light ſhall ariſe from 
Obſeurity, thy priſtive Darkneſs ſhall bes 
come Light, and reſemble the Sun in its 
Glory. Thisis the Evangelical Prophet. 

We read in the 22. Chap. of Ezetze!, 
GOD threatneth the Jews with many: 
terrible Judgments, for Oppreſſing © the 
Stranger, and Yexins the Fatherlefs and 
Widow. This is the Prieſt of the Cap- 
tives -transferr d with Jehozachim. 


Da niet 
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 Daxie! maketh Aims the trueſt ſign 
of ſincere Repentance ; and will have | 
Charity put into the definition of the 
Righteous. This 1s the Man of Viſions, 
to whom all Changes, which ſhould con- 
cern the Jews, from the Babylonian Cap- 
tivity, to the general Reſurrefion, was 
Revealed. Thelepreceded the Meffab : 
and their Writings make the biggeſt 
part of the O14 - Arena Let ns now 
conſult the Goſpel. 

© To begin with the Baptif#. Theſe 
Alms are the good Fruit he demands ; 
Fruit fit for Penitents to produce; "Our 
dear Maſter Preacherh the fame Doctrine 
St. Luke 11. Give Almsof ſuch things as 
you have, and behold all things are cleau 
wnto you: ASif CHRIST had told us, 
Alms are inſtead of all Levitical Purif- 
cations; and are accepted in Heaven 
fooner than the curious Preſcription of 
Moſes. Love is a flame that cleanſeth 
better rhan the LegalRites ; and 2Fire + 
that is. confiſtent with Zoly Water; the 
ſmall Sacrifices of : Chriſtian Tove; - res 
commended in the New-7eſtament, _ 

th er- 
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Vertues Superior to the firſt Fruits, and 
thoſe greater ones of the 0/d-7eſtament : 
They have power to Sandifie our whole 
Eſtate, to make it Firm and Fertile, and 
to propogate it with our Iiſue. '7:s more 
Bleſſed to give, than to receive ; that's 2 
Maxim of the Blefled FEST S, which 
his Apoltles and Diſciples did approve ; 
and every true Chriſtian will acknows 
e. 

St. Peter mightily preſſeth us to Chri- 
ſtian Love, and Hoſpitality, 1 Per. cap. x. 
ver. 22. Seeing you have purified your 
Souls, in obeying the Truth, through the 
Spirit, and to unfeigned loue of the Bre- 
thren, ſee that you love one anorber with 
pure Heart fervently. This is the Prince 
of the Apoſthes. 

St. John (peaks of nothing ſo much, 
as. Love and Charity, x St. John 4. 7; 
Let us Love one another, for Love t of 
God, &c. This is the Beloved Diſciple. 

St. James extols good Works much, 
and with ſome vehemence promotes 
Charity; deriding the So/zfidian Profel- 
ſors, that have nothing [in ox owes, } 

| befides 
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beſides a ſtrong Credulity ; with whicli 
Julian upbraided ſome early Believers, 
that expedted Salvation by Faith only. 
This James was the firſt Chriſtian Biſhop 
of the Holy City Feruſalem. 

St. Paul, ( whoſe Writings roo many 
wreſted to their own Deſtruction, which 
was one cauſe ſome other Apoſtles wrote 
fo little, and ſome wrote nothing : ) He 
was careful and zealous to deal with the 
firit Chriſtians of Rome, and thoſe in 
Greece and Af, tor a Colledtion, as St. 
Peter, St. James, and St. Jbn had charg- 
ed him. when he firſt Travelled to make 
Proſelytes, Gal. 2. tro. And this 1s the 
great Doctor of the Genrz/es. 

'Will-you have another added to theſe 
Four great Apoſtles? The Author of 
that Learned Epiſtle to- the Hebrews, 
writeth in this manner, 7o do Good, and 
to Communicate forget not ; for with ſuch 
Sacrifices GO D is well pleaſed. If you 
will contend that Epiſtle was Written 
by. St. Fanl,. T ſhall be content to Humor 
you, ſeeing the Doctrine of: good Works 
ſhall receive no difſparagement by his Au- 
thority. Thus 
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Thus far the Duty hath been ratify'd 
by Precepts; but Examples are more 
forcible motives to Well-doing, and are 
as numerous in the Bible, pointing out 
to Chriſtians -( as ſo many Mercaries ) 
the dire&t way to Felicity. 

Abraham \itting ar the door of hisTent, 
lookteh tor ſome weary Traveller, to 
whom he may give an Inſtance of his 
Charity ; who, tor his repeated Works 
of Mercy, deſerv'd the Reverend Tit 
of the Father of the Faithful. 

Lot, ſtanding at the Gate of the City, 
doth expect ſome diſtreſſed Stranger to 
make Experiment of his Kindnefs, and 
Taſte his Hoſpitality ; He gave the wan= 
dring Paſſenger a Meeting, leſt he ſhould 
be prevented in his Courteſtes. This 
was an Oriental Prince and Prelate, 
Patron of rhe Five Cities, and Lord of 
Zoar. 

It was the cuſtom of Job, to enter- 
tain the Fatherleſs in his Houſe, and in- 
vite the Poor to his own Table. This 
Man, if you will have it fo, was High- 
Prieſt of Z7zerapolis,and Prince inAravza. 
F Solo mon 
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Solomon, in fuch PraQFices, was Exem- 
Day ſhewin wmleh in Laye, as well | 
Y 5 —_ ellor to. his Father Das | 


aiter God's own Heart, | 


—_z—R Cora not degraded by parti» 
cular Acts of Devotion and Charity. He 


knew how to rocapclle Love and Honor ; | 
d reputed himſelf no leſs a King, for 
fiſt firbuting 2t certain Seaſons, 2 Loal 


of + Bread, 2 Flaggon of Wine, and @ Pore 


ion of Fleſh, to every fi le Perſon of 
SFO d ! Shs m 
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4 mn EPSY Forms of Deve- 
tigg ended , they: did enjoy themfelves in 
& generous PHECPAHOR of Dehcacies; 
bicy drank freely, to, Qheaphulnels, 

PE © to Excels, and diſpatcht away Pror 
tons to the Pooreſt Families, that-they | 
might be fharers in the Joy, and. the 
beatt, which they were ng able to fwr- 
aith ; and be:made-Partgkess in the Grar 
tude they paid to,Heaves, by fhewing 
themſclycs pleas d tor Nawienal Bleſbogs 


We 
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Weread, Gen.21.33. of the Patriarchs 
Grove, which, the Rabbins inform us, 
was Phated purpoſely for Charitable 
Entertainments ; which they gather, be» 
cauſe rhe Letters of the Name [ vwN 
Ejbel, a. Grove, } ſignifie by Cabaliim, 
Meat, Drink, and Lodging ; viz. Achilah, 
Shutyan, Linah. 

To paſs from the Jews to the Chri- 
ſtians, How are the Churches of Achaia 
and Macedonia celebrated in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, for their generous Contributi- 
ons? The'Prayers and 4lms of Cornelius 
aſcended'to GOD, ſhewing their Maſter 
the way to Heaven: And tho' both are 
very laudable, yet the Fathers aſcribe to 
Alms the Preheminence. 

So to Live, and Practiſe Religion, is 
to accompliſh the Laws, and comply 
with the Will of Solomon: "Tis to do 
more than that comes to; for Solomon 
was but a Type of Chriſt» But to ex- 
erciſe Love, 1s to follow the Steps of 
Chriſt himſelf, and to obey the Dictates 
of the Supream Maſter ; who, having 
no Purte-Bearer for hiwnſelf, had always 
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a Treaſurer for the Diſtreſſed ; and daily 
wrought Miracles, to fatisfie their Wants 
1n the Wilderneſs ; chooſing rather to 


Faſt Forty Days, than to multiply Loaves 


for appeaſing his own Hunger ; He ha- 
ving no Houle to hide his Head in, laid 
his Commands upon the Heavens, that 
his Followers might be freed from rhe 
Injuries of the ill Weather. While he 
was contentediy depriv'd of ordinary 
conveniencies, he was not contented his 
Diſciples ſhould ſuffer; bur for their ſakes 
made uſe of his Divinity, that He might 
ſhew himſelt Hoſpitable in the Deſarr. 
"Tis not for Mex alone to pretend to, 


or claim the Glory that attends Chriſtian | 


Love; for Wemes ſeem naturally more 
Compalttonate. Sacred, and Prophane 


Storics willfurniſh us with Infinite Prece- | 


dents of their Charity: The Zereptarn 
Widow, to relieve the Prophet Elzah, 
hazzards the Pining,of her ſelf, and her 
Son, and puts to the adventure, all the 
fad accidents of a miſerable Famine. 
Another caſt rwo Mites into the Corban, 


(or Sacred: Treaſury) from; which the: | 


Poor Z 
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Poor of all ſorts were Relieved; It was 
ker whole Pittance; and to approve her 
ſelf Charitable, ſhe runs the Risk of the 
moſt diſconſolate effects of Poverty. 
Charity (the Name is Feminine, and ) 
hath always been Piftur'd in the Shape, 
and with the Features of a Beautiful Wo- 
man: The Chriſtian Church takes de- 
light in the rehearſal of the Names of 
her loving, and her ofticious Daughters : 
She hath many, ſuch as Dorcas, that im- 
ploy, and pleaſe themſelves in Lodging 
Strangers ; in working admirable Pieces 
for Temples and Altars ; and defagning 
their Studies and Portions for the pub- 
lick Uſes of true Religion : They exer- 
ciſe their Chriſtian Vertues, by giving 
Alms daily, Waſhing the Saints Feet, Vi- 
ſiting the Sick, and-Comforting all thoſe 
that are in any manner of Afﬀlidtion. 
Credible #/:/torians acquaint us with 
the /Zoſpitality of the Aricient City Bre- 
tinore, in Italy; how the Burgeſles vied 
Bounty, & ſtrived to exceed one another, 
In putting Obligations upon Strangers. 
S0 great was their Emulation to do good, 
"42 F 1 chat, 
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that, in fine, they determin'd to Erect a 
Column in their Market, to which Bra- 
zen Rings 1n Plates were faſtened ; upon 
thoſe Plates, the Names of all the Noted 
Families in Town were Engravend ; all 
Strangers were carricd thither, and made 
choice of one of thoſe Names for their 
Reception ; The Houſe, to which the 
Stranger by choice defir'd to reſort, was 
forthwith inform'd, by one of the daily 
Waiters; the Maſter of theFamily there- 
upon came rejoycing, and conducted his 
Gueſts, that was fometimes miſerable 
Poor, to his Houſe, with ſignsof Tri- 
umph: And, Why not? ſceing Charity 
goes attended with Reward and Victory, 

'Tisnot always, that we ought to do 
well with fo much folemnity ; For many 
times, Works of Mercyare beſt perform'd 
with Privacy, Sound not a Trumpet when 
thou giveſt Alms, fays our dear Maſter, 
St. Matthew 6. No, not a Trumpet, fays 
Chriſologns ; becauſe ſuch Kindneis, at» 
tended - with a Noiſe,” cometh; not 10 
much like a Friend, as like an Enemy : 


It izems to Iniult over the Wants of rhe 
A Re- 
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Receiver, atid to aflault his Modeſty. 
This is not to Relieve fo much, as to 
Triutnph over thy poor Brother. It is 
worſe: It is an iipbraiding of G O D, as 
if He was beholding to your Favour, and 
could not eftnable that poor Heart to 
Subfiſt without your Eharity. IF that 
be the Engliſh way of giving Al/ms,fuch 
Donors muſt pay themſelves with the 
populir Name of Patriots, or Benefatters 
to the Publick. They muſt forbear their 
Pretenfions t6 fuftire Recompence ; be- 
cauſe our great Maſter . declares, they 
have their Reward. The prevailing 
Prayers of the Poor, and the never- 
failing Promiſe of GO D, ſhall prove 
but of ſrmall advarifage to their miſtaken 
Souls, that had no reſpeCt to either of 
them, in their Alms-grving, but only ro 
the Applaule of the People. 

Let it fuffice, that G O Ddiſcerns thy 
Bounty ; make Him only thy Witnels, 
that is, to be thy Judge ; and the Righ- 
feous GO D {half maks Requital, that 
knows how much confidence you repoſe 
in his Juſtice, You'may remain affurd, 
F 4 He 
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He that would not have the Left-Hand, 
know what the Ri ht-hand giveth, will | 
not allow you to tell them that will tell 
every Body, how much you beſtow. 
Give Alms there, where there is no Man 
to diſcover it, and Thy Father which 


ſeeth in Secret will Reward you openly. 


Thus we have Traverſt the Command- 
ment : Let us proceed to the Promiſe ; 
Thou ſhalt fad thy Bread, after many 
Days, which thou doſt caſt upon the 
Waters. Pp | : 
' Seeing Riches are valuable Bleſſings, 
ſuch as afford us in this Life no deſpica- 
ble Comforts; it concerns us to know, 
for whoſe ſake, & upon what account we 
caſt them away ; for it is ſomwhat to de- 
prive our ſelves,and ourPoſterity of their 
Service: Hear me;therefore,and acknow- 
ledge the. Charitable Practices of the 
Church; to be. founded upon the higheſt 
Reaſon. -Youwill be loath to part with 
your Treaſure, but upon the beſt Secu- 
rity ;* you ſhall have the beſt Word of a 
King, and a Prieft ; and They are both | 
ESI S # + + invid- | 


| 
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inviolable. Solomon ingages his Honour, 
that you ſhall find it ; which 1s as much 
as to ſecure you, you ſhall be no Loſers. 
What you ſcatter upon the Waves, doth 
not periſh ; but the Stream will returu 
to reſtore your Kindneſs. 

Have you never ſeen a Ship, of good 
Burthen, Laden with the Richeſt Mer- 
chandice, arrive in a fafe Haven? She 
carrics out of the Owners Sight ; She 
makes a Voyage of many days; yet, at 
length, ſhe returns her Treature upon 
the. Exchange, and brings the Adven- 
turer an advantageous Cargo. 

But the Ship may be wrackt,and there 
the Lading may Periſh : But ZZere you 
run no ſuch Hazard; For, ſuppoſing 
the Poor ſhould Miſcarry, your Alms 
will be fafely conveyed tothe Port ; for 
the Bearer is no ſooner out of your 
Door, or the Gitt out of your Hand, but 
GOD takes it into his Protection and 
Cuſtody : Holy Angels are the Convoy, 
and CHRIST looking upon the Dona. 
tive, now to be Conſecrated, under. 
takes to balance all Loſſes. He con. 
Gs. x % RW | |  fider N 
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ſiders of Gains, to place to the Donor's 
Account, and of a Way to double your 
Intereſt : The Lord chargerly himſelf | 
with the Gift, where-ever it is; and 
therefore doth not allow you to detnand 
or expe Repayment, by Word or Deed, 
from a Third Perſon. 

Let it be the part of Publicans and 
Sinners, to Feaſt their thriving Neigh- 
bonrs ; while He that defigns to perform 
Adts of Charity, muſt, by his Invitations, 
make the Sick, the Blind, attd the Lame, 
his Gueſts, and thoſe poor People that 
want a Dinner : So ſhall he be Bleſſed, 
ſo ſhall he make himſelf a growing In- 
tereſt ; If he dare take the Word of the 
World's Meſfah, he fhall not fail to be 
Rewarded at the Reſurretion of the 
Juſt, St. Lake 14. which ſortte offer to 
aſſert, ſhall precede the general Refur- 
re&tion. The Reward is certain, 7hou 
fhalt find it; the terms are poſitive. 
Our goodDeeds cannot paſs unregarded: 
Not a Cup of cold Water ; not a Morſel 
of Bread, ſhall eſcape GO D's Notice, of 


fall ſhort of His Remuneration, 
Thou 
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Thou ſhalt find it ; Thou thy (elf, *Tis 
a ſtrange Kindneſs, that all Perſons have 
for their owa Fleſh and Blood : Men arc 
now a-days, more than ever, Lovers of 
themſelves; and they will adventure 
that upon their own Heads, which they 
dare not truſt upon the Heads of their 
Children and Relations. What Man 
is he, that poſſe{erh an Eſtate or Honors, 
which he defirech not to continue for 
ever? Behold a Way to preſerve your 
Dignities, and hold your Mannors to E- 
ternity | Convert them into S»/omon's 
Bread, and Ca/t them wpon the Waters ; 
it will prove pregnant of Bleſſings, and 
reſembling good Seed, it will continue to 
grow and ripen, and to yield an cver- 
laſting Harveſt : 7ou ſhall find it after 
many Days, in Heaven. 

Suppoſe a Man as Solicitous as can be, 
to Get and Save; tis not in his Power to 
ſecure his Eſtate upon Earth, ſo much as 
to the fourth Generation. Notwithſtancd- 
ing his Gazzs,he has no certainty, but that 
Poverty ſhall teize his Sons or Nephews : 
But 1t you cover, to ſecure your Pollciit- 
ons 
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ons to the Third and Fourth Generation, | 


take the Meaſures here * preſcrib'd 


Om, 


by S-lomon. You ſhall not only leave an | 
Aſſurance to the Third Heir, but you | 


thall alſo retain what you give away : 


And, changing the Property by thoſe * 


Alms you beſtow, you ſhall both make 


it theirs, and your own for ever, 'Tis | 


only ſo much of your Eſtate, that you 
can poſiibly looſe, as you are not free to 
impart: For all that you givein the way 


of Charity, you ſhall ſurely find ; and | 


reckon ſo much goeth towards the mak- 
ing you ſpiritual Body the more Glori- 
ous; and to purchaſe for you one of 
thoſe many Manſions, in the Houſe of 
our Heavenly Father ; where every ro- 
ken of Chriſtian Love ſhall appear an 
Ornament to the Donor, to render him 
bright as aStar, and ſerve 'his Appart- 
ment, inſtead of Painting and Coroniſh., 
Why, good Sr, ſhould you then demand 


or expect a Requital at the Hand of him 


that Receiveth- the Boon? As if you 
knew not the Man to be GO D's Re- 


cciver; or, as if you were altogether | 
UNace | 
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unacquainted with the Diſpoſition of 
that Juſt and Bountiful Maſter he ſer- 
veth. Would you have many Thanks 
return'd? or, Would you be highly 
Courted? or, Baſely Flatterd out of 
your Benevolence? Thanks and Praiſes 
are but indifferent Bribes; they pay no 
Debts, but only ſerve to corrupt Servile 
Spirits: Make your {elf greater than 
that, and manifeſt more Honour than 
that comesto ; for to disburſe conſidera- 
ble Summs for thoſe baſe ends, is no 
part of Charity, but an ill Exchange. 
Where real Eftects are Bartered for 
Oily Words, and Slaviſh Geftures ; 
[ Gratrs non datur quod gratiis venditur, } 
ſo doing, you ſell your Kindneſs, and 
make but a bad Market ; becauſe, at the 
ſame time, you loſe Poſleſſion of that you 
had, and looſe ſight of your Pay-Matter. 
If that be your way to diſtribute Bread, 
for the ſake of reſpeCtive Honours and 
Addreſs, you muſt compound with them 
for the whole Debt ; and accepring leſs 
than half Pay, for the Whole, take your 
leave of additional Bleſſings, and future 


Glory ; 
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Glory ; chuſing to take the Word-of a 
Beegar, rather than the Word of GO D; 
you looſe, at one inſtant,both your Com- 
memoration and Requital. 

When yaur meaning is to find your 
Bread, give it upon GO D's Account, 
thar GO Y may become your Debtor; 
ſo ſhall the Bread thou doſt diſpenſe, 
nouriſh thy own Soul unto Life ever- 
laſting. | 

Thou cafieſt Rread upon the Waters, 
which vary themſelves in many Figures, 
and often change their condition ; yer, 
through the Divine Power and Truth, 
tis relerv'd for your Uſe, and the Bread 
is found again ; intimating, how the 
Subſtance of all things is prefery'd en- 
tire, and lives eternal'y. 

The Bread which you lately did im- 
part, you have given over for loft : "Tis 
not ſo, your Fear impofeth upon 'yaur 
Reafon; tne fame ſhall be return'd in a- 
nother Nature, and in alarger meafure. 
How, are you qualified to Receive, but 
are not cantented to Give? Is it your 
deſign to put lynits to Providence, and 
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canfine this World to reſt in your Cof- 
fers, that was created in Motion ? 

The Gift is put here, by an happy Fis 
gure, for that Fruit and Recompence, 
which after many days, follows the At 
of Giving, it is ſo contrivd, to render 
the Giver as certain of the One, as ever 
he was ſure of theQther: As there is 
upon Earth, a Communion of Saints, 
maintain'd by certain Spiritual Acts of 
Devation, mixt with Charity ; 1o there 
is an everlaſting Retaliation between 
Alwms and its Recompence. 

There is a time ſet down ( tho' not 
many circumſtances of it, ) when the 
Charitable Perſon ſhall be Rewarded, 
after many Days, lays the Royal Preacher; 
fo I thought, fays the Miſer, my Patience 
will be tired with waiting, for the In- 
texoſt of my Money ; it will be long, 
you ſay, ( and I know not how long 
ere I ſhall be the better for that I give 
away. Nath my Father lye the caſier 
in his Grave, for the Legacy he lett ro 
the Poor of the Pariſh? His Condition 
might haye been, more eaſe ( Chu 1 
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had he beſtow'd upon his Son better F- 
ducation; all his Cares and Prayers are 
{oſt upon you, his Succeſſor ; that ſhew 
your felt ungrateful to Heaven, and to 
your Parents. | 

I leave you to Time atid Torment, 
to correct your Miſtake; but know, 
theſe Words [ after many Days ] carry 
their own weight ; a Sence ſo pleaſing, 
and include an Argument ſo ſtrong, 
that when you; and your Ingratititude, 
are Buried together, it ſhall ſerve to 
oblige Generations to come to the per- 
formance of this Duty. Tis After many 
Days, 'the Charitable Man is faid to find 
his Bi#4d; to ſignifie he ſhall live many 
Days ; his Life 1hall not be ſhortened, 
neither ſhall his Death be ſudden : Bur 
his Days ſhall be prolong d in this World 
meerly that he may do good in his Ge- 
neration. 

The Wicked and Blood-Thirſty Man 
ſhall not Ire out half his Days ; for Wick- 
ed, you may read Zncharitable, becauſe 
the greater part of Wickedneſs proceeds 


from a Detet of Charity. But there 
ſhall 
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ſhall be Days added to the Bountiful 
Man's Years, as to Hezektah's; until his 
Years with his Vertues, encreaſe beyond 
the number of his Hairs, and procure for 
him everlaſting Benedictions, and Em- 
belliſhments. 

Thou (halt find it after many Days + 
"Tis as if the Wiſe-Maz had ſaid, Thou 
ſhalt live many Days to do good with 
thy Riches; and when thou haſt finiſh'd 
thy Courſe of multiplying good Offices 
to thy Brethren ; then, After many Days, 
thou ſhalt find an Heavenly Treaſure, 
to the Accompliſhment of thy Felicity. 
Think not the time long becauſe the 
Pay is certain; think it not redious, be- 
cauſe at that time, Bleſſings are grow- 
ing for thy Comfort, and multiplying 
for thy Uſe and Advantage. Why 
ſhould you think the Time long, when 
all Time is inconſiderable, leſs than a 
Minute, compar'd with that Eternity 
which ſhall afford you an Abyſs of Joys, 
and Treaſures that can never perith ? 

Thou ſhalt find it after many Days: 
There is a Time ſet apart, in the ſecret 
G| wil 
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Will of GOP, wherein the Lord hath 
decreed to make you a plenary Requiral ; 
Not of fome Earthly thing, which is 
Tranſitory ; but full Pay, and of a Na- 
ture Spiritual, Glorious, and Permament. 
It may be what you give away to Day, 
you would have again to Morrow ; the 
Seed you Sow, doth not grow with that 
Expedition; you mult allow it Time to 
dye, and to revive again; and to grow, 
before it can ripen to Harveſt : (But you 
dare truſt Earth further than Heaven.) 
If you will have your Reward: before 
its due time, you muſt have it imper- 
fect, as immature Fruit gather'd out of 
Seaſon, 

But, my Advice is, and it is Solomoy's, 
To give it leave to come to Perfection ; 
ſo thall you beſure to find'it, After ma- 

Days, ſuch as you defare to have it, 
10 all Points abſolute. 

'Tis the Will of GOD, that as. he for- 
bears.to puniſh us many Days, and mas- 
ny Days waits for our Amendments ; ſo 
we ſhould add: Patience toCharity, that, 
at once; the two Vertues may be Crown- 
cd, How- 
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However, for our greater Encourage* 
ment, there are preſent Remunerations 
appointed tor thoſe that are Charitable ; 
they ſhail. have their Wiſhes very much 
gratify'd in this World, and in the World 
to come, their Hopes ſhall expire in a 
happy Fruition. Here, in this Life, you 
ſhall receive the Wages of Love in a 
good meaſure ; but, in the nexr, you 


; ſhall enjoy what you expect in a fatis- 


factory manner ; or, as the Chaldee Pa- 
raphraſe reads it, P/enarily. For indeed, 
theſe words, After many Days, are prin- 
cipally referr'd to the Reſurre&ion, and 
future Glory. Can' you pretend to 
Chriſtian Faith and Zope, and at the 
ſame time Deſpair and Murmur? Will 
you preſcribe your G O Dthe Time, any 
more than the Method of Payment 2 
Hear the Voice of our Saviour! Zo! 7 
come. Yetyou ſay, Where is the Pro- 
miſe of his Coming 2 If there be many 
Days before Chrit? s Advent, there is the 
greater Preparation making for your 
Reception ; and when He comes, you 
wilt be fully fatisfied for attending the 
Lord's Leiſure. G 2 Shorten 
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Shorten not your Hand of Relief, be- 
cauſe GOD payeth Intereſt for the whole 
Time of your Forbearance: You ſpoyl 
your Recompence, by coveting to have 
it ſuddenly. Comfort your ſelf in recol- 
leting the good Offices you have per- 
form'd,, and in a good Conſcience in 
GOD's Promiſe, and in Comforts of this 
Life, that are ordinarily conferr'd and 
enjoy d by the Charitable Perſon, as ſure 
Earneſt of a future Reward. Have a 
little Patience, the Days may be many ; 
yet, at moſt, they are but Days that 
will ſoon expire. Perſiſtin your Godly 
purpoſes; 'Tis not long, ere Mercies 
will plentifully return into your Boſom. 

The Time of waiting isnor expreſt by 
Tears, or Months, nor by ſo much as 
Weeks ; but only by Days, that quickly 
come to their Period. Days are men- 
tioned, becauſe a Day receives denomi- 
nation from, and has reference to the 


Sux's Motion ; unporting, how Chr:#7, 


the Son of Righteouſneſs, hath in this 
Day many great Works to perform in 
the Hearts ot the Faithful; many Divine 
_ Graces 


yp 
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Graces to quicken; many Methods of 
Holineſs, and Meaſures of Redemption 
to finiſh ; we muſt not not antidate our 
own or others Happineſs. When the 
Work of Chrift is perfect in us, we ſhall 
ſurely find the Reward of our Charity. 

Come then with a cheartul Hearr, 
and a Libera] Hand ; give the World an 
Inſtance of that Love and Bounty,which 
appears in imparting much to many; and 
ſhows it ſelf with advantage in the quan- 
tity of the Gift, and rhe multitude of 
Receivers. 

He that Soweth Bountifully, ( or as the 
Greek readeth, in Bleſſings) 2 Cor. 9g. 6. 
ſhall Reap in Benediftions and Plentifully, 
The Apoſtle there proveth, That the 
ſame Aſſurance the Seed-Man has of an 
Increaſe, according to the proportion of 
his Sowing, that GOD will multiply his 
Favours upon the A/ms-gzver, with equi- 
volent Augmentations of Glory. 

It was David's way 6f Praying, and 
ought to be ours, Fave mercy upon us, 
O Lord, according ro the Multitude of thy 
Mercies : Which is ſo far Doctrinal, thar 
G 3 We 
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we muſt afford a multitude of Mercies 
to our poor Brethren ; and then we may 
approach the Throne of Grace with 
boldneſs, having aſſurance that our Pe- 
titions will be Anſwered. 

Tou ſhall find it after many Days, ſays 
the Royal Preacher ; and though a Mi- 
ſer may refuſe it, yet a good Chriſtian 
ought to look upon Solomon's Word, as 
better Security than Bond and Judg- 
ment. You are to have Regard to the 
poor Man's Wants, and at the ſame time, 
to your own Ability ; and confiding in 
Providence, are to Give rather more 
than your Eſtate can afford ; for ſuch is 
the Advice of the diſcreet Noble-man to 
his Son, 7ob. cap. 4. v. 8. Of abundance, 
Give accordingly, Of a Little, be not a- 
fraid of giving Alms of that Little ; for 
thereby thou hoardeſt up to thy ſelf Trea- 
ſare againſt the day of Neceſſity. Did 
I not tell you this before > His Opinion 
agrees with mine ; Youareto live upon 
the thing only which you gave away. 
It tollowsin the 10. verſe of that 4. chap. 
Alms deliver from Death; (meaning 

| Death 
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Death Eternal :) Where you find,in what 
manner you ſhall be repaid your Acts of 
Charity, with Life everlaſting, 

But ſtill you Hzfitate, and look as if 
you would Reply, I am very loath to 
part with a preſent Eſtate, without a 
preſent valuable Conſideration: That is 
your Miſtake; you part with no preſent 
Eſtate, and you receive that, at preſent, 
which ought to be your Satisfaction. 
What would you be Recompenſed for ? 
you have ſo much only, as you can uſe; 
the reſidue you fancy to be yours ; but 
there is no more yours, than you can 
enjoy ; of a Thouſand Mannors, and Ten 
Thouſand Droves of Cattle, theſe may 
pleaſe your Eye, and your Conceit, and 
with the thoughts of Poſſeſſing, you may 
latisfie your Hungry Humours ; but in- 
deed another ſhall enjoy as much as you. 
Your Parks, Woods, Warrens, and your 
Game, with all the Delights and Gal- 
lantries of your Family ; out of all theſe, 
you can take no more than Meat, Drink, 
and Cloathing ; for which a ſmall Eſtate 
would ſuffice. But, here, you are Su- 
G 4 Perior 
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perior to many, having wherewithal to 
do good ; that is, many good things 
endiied to your diſpoſal ; and, here you 
have a ready way pointed out, to make 
a Temporal Income to become Spiritual 
and Eternal : for, only by giving Als, 
you ſhall lay up for your ſelf Treaſure 
in Heaven, of which you can never be 
depriv'd; and you ſhall forthwith receive 
ſome Temporal Satisfaction, for your 
Acts of Charity. For the Mercitul Man 
never fails of particular Bleſſings in this 
Lite, by Health, Strength, Wit, Peace, 
Preſervation from Dangers, by ſure 
Friends, by a good Wite, by hopeful 
Children, by ſecret Contentment in the 
Mind and Joy that 1s unipeakable ; by a 
clear Reputation, and quiet Conſcience : 
By tome or more of thele Enjoyments, 
the Charitable Perſon ſhall immediatel 
find his Bread that he hath ſcatter'd up- 
on the Waiers, 

Placing, therefore, One Eye upon 
your preſent Condition, fix the other on 
the poor Man's Neceſlities; and let the 
fight of his Miſeries, be the Rule of your 

cert 
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Mercies ; for, in Alms-gzving, much is 
but a little, where more 1s wanting z 
and a little is much, where that little 
ſufficeth. 

Let the greedy .Chuft plead a Di- 
ſtin&tion of thine and mine: Let him 
do what he can to ſecure Property : Let 
him Entail his Lands, and enterprize all 
he may, to confirm his Title, or inlarge 
his Poſleſſjons : Let him call Good Works 
a kind of Community, and oppoſe Alms 
as much as levelling : Let him fay, All 
that I hold is mine; and what Wrong 
can I commit, by keeping my own to 
my ſelf? For my part, Sir, I love Peace 
and Plenty ; your Speech-making oughr 
to be directed to them that aftetLawleſs 
Lives, or Civil Wars, ſeeking to deprive 
others of their Rights, and their Inhe- 
ritance. I ſhould like Religzon better, if 
the Teachers were not as fo many Leeches, 
Give, Give continually; I love to hear 
them Preach up Crit Crucity'd, and 
forbear their old Popiſh Stories of Alms 
and Good Works: You know, there 
was no Beggar in {jrae/; and, were [ 
| Task. 
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Task-Maſter General, there ſhould be 
none left in Enz/and. But I think of all 
poor People, the poor Gentleman is the 
moſt importunate ; his Hand is always 
full of Briefs and Letters of Requeſt ; 
and'I ſeldom ſee one of that Tribe, but 
I am feeling in my Pocket. 

When you have ſpoken your Plea- 
ſure, Nabal, againſt Chriſtian Love, and 
Charitable Contributions, 1t is but one 
way of wounding your ſelf with your 
own Weapon; ſeeing the way to make 
that you poſleſs your own, is by your 
power of Diſpoſal: Which, if it be never 
put into Act, how can you be aſſured 
you have ſuch a Power. By giving it 
away, we come to know it1s yours; 
and, as without Property, there can be 
no Charity ; fo Charity, in its ſeveral Adts, 
dorh beit confirm Property : From the 
Laws of Thine and Mine, you bring an 
ill Inference, whereas, by Giving, thoſe 
Laws are beſt put in Execution : You 
mult give, not only for the Preſervation 
of Diſcipline and Order, but alſo for the 
Maintainance of your Title. Unleſs the 
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Bread be yours, how can you diſpoſe of 
it? There 1s neither Giving, nor Obli- 
gation by Gift, where all is in common. 
If you perule the principal Cauſes, of the 
firſt diſtin&tion between Mine and Thine, 
long ago confirm'd by Cuſtom, by the 
Poſitive Laws of GOD, and of all Nati- 
ons; you will find theſe, among others : 

Tr. Encouragement to Labour, to pre- 
vent Idleneſs; fox, where the moſt In- 
duſtrious, and the moſt Neligent Per- 


ſons, were to be ſharers alike of a com- 


mon Fund, too many would lye basking 
in the Sun, whule others were Sweating 
at their Imploymenr. 

2. For Preſervation of Peace; they 
being moſt remote from War, that have 
moſt to looſe ; who cannot ſoon be in- 
duc'd to Fight, ſo long as they can qui- 
etly enjoy the Effects, and Fruits of 
their Labour and Induſtry. 

3. To diſtinguiſh Families; becaule it 
appears the Will of Heaven, that ſome 
Houſes ſhall be remarkable for Bleſſings, 
ſome for Yertues; and that ſome ſhould 
be ſtiled from rheir Inheriting of An- 
| cient 
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cient Riches, Generous and Noble; while 
others ſhould be noted, for a Dull, and 
1dle Generation, born under Command, 
to remain Slaves and Peaſants. 

With this diſtin@tion, of Thine and 
Mine, began a Subordination of Men 
in Civil Societies, for the fake of Go- 
vernment. Burt, of all theſe cauſes of 
difference of Eſtates, none is greater 
than this, That there might be ſome 
Endowed with Riches, to impart ; and 
that there might be ſome poor People, 
to make tryal of the Rich Man's Faith 
in GOD's Promiſes, and deſign'd for his 
own Good to make Experiment upon 
his Charity: That, by contributing 
much in thzs Life, he might obtain, in 
the ext, a more Illuſtrious and laſting 
Inheritance. Art thou a Propriator ? 
yet you muſt own a Lord in chief of all 
your Subſtance. 

The Earth is the Lords, and the ful- 
weſs thereof ; all Lands are held of him 
in Capite: So, to alledge Property , 
when GOD Commands you to Disburſe 
ſomething upon his Account, is to ſay 
ſome- 
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ſomewhat thatis anſwer'd by theLaws of 
Supream Right, and ſuſpended by the 
degrees of Charity, It is enough, that 
ou have the Honour and the Happi- 
neſs of Diſtribution, and to reſerve e- 
nough for your own Ules: Take what 
ſufficeth for your Family, defraud not 
your Succeſlors ; and behold thoſe poor 
People yonder, are ſent to be Sharers of 
all that is to be ſpared from You, and 
your Poſterity : If zhis or that be need- 
leſs to you, the ſame preſently becomes 
one of their neceſſaries : And what you 
reſerve, cannot be ſo much your own, 
becauſe it is over-plus to your Ule every 
way, unleſs you putit to Intereſt, to that 
Company of Beads-Men: For, at the 
Inſtant you diſpole it to them, the ſame 
is entered in the Day-Book of Heaven ; 
and out of that Treaſure, you ſhall be 
Repaid; and you ſhall find it, After 
many Days, infinitely multiply'd. 
Obſerve how Nature communicates : 
The $4» out of his abundance of Light, 
gives a Largels of it to the Moon ; Lucine 
gives Alms of the Light ſhe reccives n 
the 
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the Earth, that is founded in Darkrieſfs : 
Fhis Earth, having no Light to ſpare, 
freely imparts ſach uſeful Matters, as ſhe 
carries, though of another Growth and 
Femper, to her ingrateful Inhabitants : 
The Clouds newly repleniſht with Rain, 
empty their Stores npon the parched 
Mountains; they,diſcharging themſelves 
into the Rivers that over-flow, pay Tri- 
bute to the wide Ocean. Nzus and 
Euphrates are proud in ſwelling over 
their Banks to make the adjoyning 
Meadows Fertile. The glutted Bear and 


Tyeer, have ſometimes quirted their 


Prey to others half pined, and to Beaſts 
leſs Ravenous ; while the more Civiller 
Creatures of every Species have been 
famous in Story, for many tokens of 
AﬀeCtion ; ſhewing how all things, from 
the higheſt to rhe loweſt, correſpond 
for a mutual Relief: Here and there 1s 
an accurſed Shimez, or a churliſh Nabal 
excepted ; that fays, Who is David ? 
Falk not ro-me of the Xing, or the Pro- 
pher ; Tknow not that Manin-rhe World, 
for whoſe ſake Iwould: leflen' my m— ' 
a 
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Shall I take my Bread, and give it to 
Strangers? It is enough, Churle, that 
you know the Petitioners to be Men; 
and, that you may know, every Man is 
of more value, than a Mint of Gold and 
Silver : Would you looſe a Man, for a 
Morſel of Bread 2 Shall Itake my Bread, 
and give it away dolt thou fay 2 "Tis 
thy Bread indeed, by the Favour of a 
better Maſter than thou art; but ſo, 
that it is not always, and every way 
thine. There is a certain Clauſe in the 
Conveyance, that ſpeaks it rhy Bread 
to Gzve, not thine to with-hold : *Tis 
yours to diſpoſe of, not to detain; the 
diſpoſal of which, looks toward the 
Communion of Saints that 1s on Earth, 
with thoſe in Heaven. 

There is Bread of participation in 
every Houle, as the Euchariftical Bread 
is eminently ſuch in Churches : And, 
for maintaining a Correſpondence be- 
tween Divine and Humane Love, and 
their Effe&ts, we are taught to make 
daily Petitions: 'Tis you, Miſer, that 
makes bold to change our Lord's Form of 
Prayer ; 
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Prayer; calling that Your Bread, in your 
ſelfiſh Language, which 1s call'd Our 
Bread, in the Language of our Re- 
deemer: And. that is, and ought to be, 
the /diom of all good Chriſtians. Which 
word | Our | doth import a Chriſtian 
Communication. 

Shall I take my Bread and Caſt zt 
upon the Waters > How dare you put 
ſuch a Queſtion, Impudent Man, ſays St. 
Ambroſe? What is thine but thy Sins? 
Did you command the Earth to nou- 
riſh it? the Clouds to water it? the Sur 
to Ripen it2 What was yours when 
you came into this World Mourning 
and Naked? What Silver and Gold 
did'ſt thou bring in thy Hands What 
Furniture for a Houſe? What Garments 
for a Covering? Your Pride, in ſuch 

ueſtions, doth wrong to your Diſcre» 
tion; for all you poſſels, you have re- 
ceiv'd. The Richeſt Heir muſt ac- 
knowledge himſelf beholding to the 
Rule of Chariry. Here you tound all 
at your Entrance, and Here you ſhall 


leave all at your Departure ; you ſhall 
not 
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not carry with you ſo much, as is ſpent 
upon your Obſequies. All theſe things 
you ſo much covet and hoard, without 
asking your leave, will ſtay behind ; 
unleſs you take this only fure way to 
make them yours, and carry them with 
you, by the preceeding Methods of 
Charity : That is a way, that will cer- 
tainly convey your Lands and Goods to 
your future Uſe; which will at once, 
by SanRifying them, dedicate them E- 
ternally to your Service. 

To ſecure thoſe unjuſt Gettings of 
your Anceſtors, and make ſuch a firm 
Settlemenr of your Eſtate, as you deſire 
to be made at the ſame time on your 
Poſterity; you muſt take Solomon's 
Counſel; for fo will it wear well, and 
endure many Generations. 

Hear me farther : Is not he, that puts 
this Queſtion, like the ſame Man, thart, 
in a few late Years, got an Eſtate by 
Fraud and Oppreſſion? And dare you ſay, 
Shall I Caſt my Bread upon the Waters, 
when all the Goods you poſſeſs, may 
be ſo many private Wrongs, or publick 

H Grie- 


(98), 
Grievances? Call themno more 7hine, 
for which you robbd Innocents, ſtripe 
Honeſt Men Naked, and forc'd others to 
Beggary. You ſay, Muſt a Man im- 
poveriſh Himſelf, to relieve Strangers ? 
You have a Family to maintain, Rents 
to Pay, Farms to ſtock, and Houſes to 
furniſh ; fo that you ſet an Honeſt Care, 
in oppoſition to Divine Charity, and give 
the Servant the upper-hand of the Mi- 
ſtreſs; Whereas the Caleſtial Vertue, 
demands only what may be Spared, 
[ = owe] ſuch as are rather Ornaments 
and Complements of your Condition, 
than neceſfaries,of Nature ; tho' theſe alſo 
be required to fave the Life of a publick 
Perſon of your deareſt Friends, and near- 
eſt Relations. 

But your State and Place require all 
you have, and more : Believe me, No! 
both Commands you to be Charitable : 
Your Honour is engaged by your Pre- 
ferment, to do good according to your 
Title ; whatever is abſolutely neceſlary 
to your Perſon, is not to be ſequeſtred 
by Charity, which calls for only fo much 
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28 may be ſpar'd from your Perſon, and 
your Dignity; for all that appertains 
ro diſtreſſed Objes, is, as to you, 
Superfluous. Fear not, Se/omoy requires 
none of your Neceſfaries, but your Ex- 
——_— He deſires no prejudice to your 
Body, but to your Vices; and, ſeeking 
your Health, offers you means to pre» 
vent Diſeaſes. Cannot you ſpare one 
Diſh of Meat, one Loaf of Bread, one 
Coat from many, one Shilling oppor- 

tunely, to keep Life in a poor Body. 
Hear me, Sr, Feed more at your 
Gates, and fewer in your Mews, Ken- 
nels, and Stables ; Confider how you. 
disþurſe in needleſs Accoutrements, in 
Forreign Toys, in altering and furniſh- 
ing your Houſes. This Turret, that 
Cupolo might be ſpared ; theſe Marble 
Columns, yonder Trraſs-Walks ; theſe 
Thorough-Lights,them Tapiſtry Hang- 
ings; that Garniſhing, thoſe Orient 
Jewels, be mighty chargable: I could 
have ſpared much of this coſtly Pearl ; 
and, with ſome of that, I would have 
caſed ſome poor Tenants: I'would have 
ae = 
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Imploy'd ſome poor Labourers, Re-- 
deem'd ſome poor Captives; I woulfl 
have Lodged and Vidtualled ſome poor 
Travellers ; I would have ſet ſome poor 
Priſoners for Debt at Liberty ; I would 
have placed ſome poor Orphans Appren- 
tices; and have given Portions for the 
Marriage of ſome poor Maidens : Some 
Colledge, or School of good Literature, 
ſhould have been Endowed ; ſome Hoſp» 
tal Founded, &c. So ſhould you make a 
competent Proviſton for your ſelves here, 
and hereafter acquireManſions of Eterni- 
ty : So ſhould you live in favour of God 
and Man, and obtaih that due Reſpect 
from your Neighbours, which your A- 
variceand Vanity now makes Counter- 
teit, by thus begirining to be Frugal at 
the wrong end ; tor Charity hath conver- 
ted many Prodigals from Extravagant 
Courles ; and, by making them Maſters 
of themſelves, hath made them Lord of 
great Eſtates; of which Chriſtian Yer- 
tue, thoſe only may complain, that have 
{mall Experience. 
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